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—— FOREWORD BY HEATHER BAILEY | FirsT MET JoNA
WHEN SHE HELPED OUT AT A BIG MAGAZINE SHOOT FOR MY
FRESHCUT FABRIC COLLECTION. SHE AND HER DAUGHTERS
WRANGLED BABY CHICKENS, STRUNG BEADS ON PARTY
DECOR, AND LUGGED PROPS BACK AND FORTH TO OUR
CARS. THAT DAY, | WAS IMPRESSED WITH HER EASYGOING,
FRIENDLY, AND HELPFUL PERSONALITY, AS WELL AS THE
PERSONALITIES OF HER DAUGHTERS. WHAT | DIDN'T KNOW
YET, BUT WAS THRILLED TO LEARN, WAS THAT JONA WAS
ALSO A TALENTED SEAMSTRESS—AND SHE LIVED WITHIN
A MILE OF ME. IT WAS FRIENDSHIP DESTINY.

Using a combination of my fabrics, Jona put together a darling skirt-

and-shirt ensemble for my daughter, including a delicate spritz of
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embroidery at the hem of the skirt and a lavish amount of smocking.
The detail and handwork were truly impressive. I was enchanted—as

was little Charlotte as she spun in circles in her new outfit.

Many years have passed since that day, and I've spent much time
with Jona and her excellent family. Jona has become one of my closest
friends—and a delightful component of that friendship is our shared
love of fabric and sewing. She has an eye for charming prints and
playful details. From clothing and accessories to quilts and chair
covers, Jona brings flair to everything she makes. Her home brims
with color and life. Her honesty and insight are an advantage to
everyone who knows her. And her five children are enchantingly well
behaved. We should all have such a talented, enthusiastic, and kind-
hearted friend to call on.

I am thrilled that Jona and her ideas are now available to you as

well—in the form of this book. May you come to love her as [ have

and take delight in creativity as you explore the art of the A} ne

skirt. by -

XO, Heather Bailey
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— INTRODUCTION UNLIKE MANY SEWISTS, I DID NOT LEARN
TO SEW AT MY MOTHER'S KNEE. IN JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL |
TOOK A DISCOURAGING HOME ECONOMICS COURSE FROM
AN UNENTHUSED TEACHER, AND ALTHOUGH | LEARNED
A FEW BASICS, | CERTAINLY DID NOT CATCH THE “SEWING
BUG." NOR DID | FINISH SEWING THE PONCHO PATTERN |
HAD CHOSEN AS MY PROJECT (YES, PONCHO ... IT WAS THE
70S, AFTER ALL). FOUR YEARS LATER, | DECIDED TO BRAVE
ANOTHER SEWING ATTEMPT, AND MY MOTHER INDULGED
ME BY BUYING A FEW OF YARDS OF HOT PINK TAFFETA
AND A WAY-ABOVE-MY-SKILL-SET DRESS PATTERN. | DIDN'T
FINISH THAT PROJECT EITHER, BUT THIS TIME MY EYES
WERE OPENING TO THE IDEA OF ALL THE AMAZING THINGS
THAT COULD COME FROM A PIECE OF FABRIC AND A SPOOL
OF THREAD.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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Over time I developed a real knack for recognizing “good bones” in a
seemingly plain commercial sewing pattern and turning it into some-
thing out of the ordinary and eye-catching. I had a great home-sewn
work wardrobe. And then when I became a mother, I transferred those
skills to my daughters’ wardrobes and into my small children’s clothing

company, called Wiggle Wear, in my hometown of Portland, Oregon.

Many years (and a move to Arizona) later, I began writing my blog Stop
Staring and Start Sewing! in the hopes that other sewists (or want-to-be
sewists) would be inspired to get up from their computers and try to sew
a few simple things. The response was beyond encouraging. Readers were

actually following my advice to stop staring and start sewing.

A few years ago I began posting tutorials on my blog showing readers
how I had turned a plain straight skirt pattern into an A-line skirt pat-
tern and then added ruffles and other embellishments. I received so
many enthusiastic comments from people re-creating those designs that
I soon realized it wasn’t just me—the A-line seemed to be everyone’s
favorite skirt style. I also received two critical comments (yes, they stung
a little) and used those critiques as motivation to really research and
understand what made a great skirt come together in a smart way with a

flattering fit.

This book isn’t my attempt to reinvent the wheel (or skirt), but

an attempt to open sewists’ eyes to all the great possibilities that

can be found in one simple pattern. An A-line skirt can be profes-
sional or casual, classic or whimsical, simple or elaborate, colorful or
muted—and that’s with one pattern! All you need are a great-fitting

pattern and a few simple skills, which are all covered in this book.

If you simply re-created the patterns featured in this book, you would
have a large and varied wardrobe of skirts for every occasion. But don’t
feel bound by my examples; when you’ve got the hang of things, go
ahead and mix and match layers, fabrics, hem variations, and trims and
embellishments, and create your own original pieces. The possibilities
are nearly endless, and new fabrics are always being released so you may

never run out of ideas.

The A-line skirt is truly a classic skirt. It has been in style for more than
50 years, and I'm convinced it will still be a favorite 50 years from now.

With this book and some great fabrics, you can create a beautiful and

flattering wardrobe that will stand the ‘ W
test of time. @W %
Introduction _
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TOOLS cnd
NOTIONS

A well-stocked
sewing kit

ﬂ smarl sewing kit is easy  lo pul [ogd/be/z/
AND VERY REASONABLY PRICED. YOU'LL NEED THIS BASIC
SUPPLY LIST TO GET STARTED, AND THEN YOU CAN CON-
TINUE TO ADD TO THE KIT AS YOU DEVELOP MORE SEWING
SKILLS. I KEEP A WISH LIST IN MY HEAD AND TAKE ADVAN-
TAGE OF SALES TO BUY THE MORE EXPENSIVE ITEMS LIKE
GOOD SCISSORS OR ROTARY CUTTER BLADES.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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TOOLS FOR MEASURING

1. FLEXIBLE MEASURING TAPE This is an absolute must-have for your
sewing kit. I keep a long flexible measuring tape draped over a peg

on the wall and a retractable measuring tape in my purse.

2. HEM GAUGE This inexpensive little gadget makes it so easy to get a
perfectly even hem—plus you can use the edge to get nice, straight
lines for darts and other small things that need tracing. Simply slide
the plastic part to the %" (or whichever number you need) mark and

use to mark hems an even 1" all the way around your garment.

3. CLEAR PLASTIC QUILTING RULER I keep my 2" x 18" transparent ruler
within arm’s reach at all times. I use it with my rotary cutter to cut
all the fabric strips for ruffles, bias tape, and anything else that is a
long, straight line. I hang mine by the hole at one end on a bulletin

board next to my cutting area.

TOOLS FOR CUTTING

1. SCISSORS If you're just getting started sewing, then the cheap
plastic-handled scissors are fine, but eventually you’ll want to invest
in a good pair of metal scissors. I use my 6” Ginghers most often, and
with regular sharpening, they stay in good-as-new condition. If you
use your scissors for cutting anything other than fabric (e.g., paper),
they will lose their sharp edge quickly, so be sure to have a special

“fabric only” pair of scissors.

2. SNIPS Snips are tiny, pointy scissors that are great for small,
detailed cutting. I use mine to snip the threads as I'm sewing through
a project. They’re also perfect for marking notches in the fabric as
you're cutting a pattern out. A lot of smart folks keep them hanging
from a retractable lanyard around their neck so they are always

handy.

3. ROTARY CUTTER/MAT When it comes to cutting out patterns, a 45mm
rotary cutter and self-healing mat are my tools of choice. You can
find self-healing mats, with 1” grids, in a variety of sizes, and they
will last for years. The rotary blade, however, needs to be changed
more often and should always be handled with caution. Even the
simple act of brushing your hand up against it can draw blood, so

always retract the blade when you're finished cutting and keep it out

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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of the reach of children. When cutting, be sure to clear everything
off the mat except the fabric because one run-in with an object, like a

pin, will permanently damage the blade.

4. SEAM RIPPER I have at least three seam rippers on my sewing table
at all times and get lots of use out of them. They’re such nifty little
gadgets, with the pointed end for picking threads and wayward
stitches and the sharp blade tucked safely in the curved area. Seam
rippers are so inexpensive that you can treat yourself to a nice, beefy,
ergonomic one, such as Alex Anderson’s 4-in-1 Essential Sewing

Tool, and still not spend a lot of money.

i g/ '<
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TOOLS FOR MARKING

1. WATER-SOLUBLE MARKER Water-soluble markers are great for
marking on fabrics. They come in blue, for lighter fabrics, and white,
for dark fabrics. The marks can be easily removed using a quick wipe
with a damp cloth (or a simple squirt of water on fabrics that don’t
need special care). The marks from some ink become permanent
from the heat of an iron, so read the package carefully. The markers
can dry out quickly, so always remember to put the cap back on when

you're done.

2. TRACING PAPER AND TRACING WHEEL Tracing paper comes in a pack
with a variety of colors and is a wonderful tool for tracing lines and
markings onto fabric with the tracing wheel. One package of tracing
paper will last for years. I have a folder just for my tracing paper. I
keep the tracing wheel in the folder pocket so that it’s always with the
paper when I need it.

3. PENCIL Although it’s nice to have professional marking tools, a
pencil is great in a pinch as long as you use it to mark in a place that

won’t be seen, like the seam allowance area.

t A-Line Skirt



TOOLS FOR PRESSING

1. IRON If you do a lot of sewing (or laundry, for that matter) it’s

imperative that you have a decent iron. When shopping for a new
iron, I start by looking for anything with steam and 1,600 watts or
more (the wattage information is usually in small print on the back
of the box). Anything less than 1,600 watts just doesn’t have the heat

to really work out the wrinkles and creases in most fabrics.

2. IRONING BOARD You probably already own an ironing board, but if
you're in the market for a new one I recommend an ironing board
with a metal iron holster attached to the end for holding the iron

(even when it’s hot).

Tools and Notions: A Well-Stocked Sewing Kit ﬂ
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TOOLS FOR SEWING
1. SEWING MACHINE WITH MANUAL I know this one seems obvious but I

can’t overemphasize the importance of having the manual for your
sewing machine. I keep mine in a pocket on the wall right next to
my sewing table, and I refer to it at least once a day. If you aren’t the
original owner of the machine, or have lost the manual, it’s easy to

find one online.

2. SEWING MACHINE NEEDLES Most needles are sized 8/60 (the 8 is the
American size and the 60 is the European size) through 19/120. A
size 8/60 needle is good for very lightweight and sheer fabrics; a size
19/120 needle is appropriate for a heavy fabric such as outdoor canvas
material. I recommend a size 11/75 needle for most sewing projects
using light- or medium-weight fabrics. For denim use a size 12/80 or
14/90.

3. HAND-SEWING NEEDLES It’s good to have a nice assortment of hand-

sewing needles for sewing on buttons and other embellishments.

4. THREAD I've used Coats & Clark Dual Duty thread for years. It’s
available in every shade of every color and has always performed
great in all my garment sewing. For topstitching, you can use the
same thread as you're using in your skirt, but you may want to try
topstitching thread. It’s a heavier thread, so a topstitching needle
(which has a larger eye for the thread) is recommended as well.

5. INVISIBLE ZIPPER FOOT An invisible zipper foot is different from

a regular zipper foot because it has grooves in the bottom for the
zipper teeth to slide through and it allows the needle to get much
closer to the teeth than a regular zipper foot does. If your machine
didn’t come with an invisible zipper foot, you can find one at a store
that specializes in your brand of sewing machine (or online). If you're
not ready to invest in a new foot, the people at Coats & Clark make
an inexpensive plastic invisible zipper foot that can be adapted to any

type of machine.

6. EDGE-STITCH FOOT / BLIND-HEM FOOT When you’re topstitching or
edgestitching, you want the stitch to be perfectly parallel to the seam
for a clean, professional finish. Both the edge-stitch foot and the
blind-hem foot (used with a straight stitch, not the blind-hem stitch)

will allow you to do this with ease.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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7. STRAIGHT PINS I use lots and lots of straight pins when sewing. They
keep my seams lined up and stop the fabric from shifting while 'm
sewing. I like to use the 1}2"-long pins because they are easy to work
with (and the ones with the pearlized heads are pretty). The long pins
are great with cotton fabric, but if you are using a fine fabric such as
silk or organza, you’ll want to have smaller or extra-fine pins, which

are less likely to leave holes.

8. PINCUSHION I love my magnetic pin holders. They’re great for a
quick pickup if your pins are on the floor. But it’s also nice to have a

cute little pincushion around just to keep your pins looking pretty.

9. WASHABLE SCHOOL GLUE STICK I prefer using a glue stick to hold my
zippers in place before sewing. I find my stitch lines are straighter
since the glue keeps the zipper from shifting while sewing and gives
me beautiful results every time. My favorite is the disappearing

purple glue stick. It’s easy to see and washes away easily.

ops’ A Well-Stocked Sewing Kit
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TRACING YOUR PATTERN

Note: The master pattern is available online

at tinyurl.com/11507-patterns-download

For help on using downloadable patterns,

visit the FAQs page at ctpub.com.

Tile and join your pieces for tracing or

altering the pattern. Refer to the measure-

ment chart (page 23) to find your pattern

size.

Once you have joined your master pattern

do not cut it. Trace the assembled Skirt

Front and Skirt Back pattern pieces onto

your preferred pattern paper (page 24).

After you've chosen a skirt style and

fabric (or muslin if you are making a test

skirt), youre ready to trace the pattern

onto fabric.

IR




Fold the fabric length-
wise, wrong sides
together, and place the
pattern piece along

the folded edge, fol-
lowing the cutting
layouts on this page or
in the project instruc-
tions. You may need to
place one pattern piece
printed-side-down on
the fabric to align both
pieces on the fold, to
orient the print cor-
rectly, or for a fabric
with nap such as velvet
or corduroy. Use pins or
pattern weights to hold
the paper pattern in
place on the fabric.
Fabric ~ Fabric Pattern

wrong  right  wrong
side side  sideup

Humble Bundle

Basic Skirt (with no tucks/pleats in front)
44"/45" fabric

t T 07 Fold
+ ¢
w .
L

Selvages

Skirt
Back

Basic Skirt (with no tucks/pleats in front)
54" fabric Crosswise fold

Fold

L Selvage

Fold

H . u Fold
_
Selvage

The Pattern m
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Pattern layout on 45" fabric width

Slide a piece of tracing paper
between the pattern and the
fabric with the colored side
against the fabric. (Unfold the

tracing paper so you can use the

whole length of it if necessary.)

If you're cutting out the whole

skirt from the same fabric and

not adding any other pieces to it,

just trace along the pattern lines.

Use the cutting line stated in the

project instructions or choose ‘
. . Pattern layout on 54" fabric width
your ideal length. The 2" seam

allowance is included.

Selvages Selvages

Tracing paper
(colored side down)

Fold

———— 1

Trace on cutting lines. Pattern transferred to fabric

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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If you are making a skirt that uses one of the cutting lines marked
on the interior of the pattern (for example, tier D on the Contrast
Layer skirt, page 66), you will need to add a 5" seam allowance to the

upper and lower edges of the new section of the skirt.

Trace just the section you need onto the fabric.

Selvages Tracing paper
(colored side down)

:

Fold

e
Add 2" for seam allowances.
Trace a section of the pattern.

Selvages

Fold

Partial pattern transferred to fabric

A second option is to make two master paper patterns and cut one
of them into pieces along lines A-G. Be sure to mark each piece
carefully (piece C, piece D, etc.). You'll still need to add a 5" seam

allowance when cutting, but you can bypass tracing onto the fabric

ARRARLL

Pattern pieces

this way.

You'll still need to make a second copy or trace individual sections
for the Contrast Pleat, Take 10, and Make It Maternity skirts, because

these skirts are divided into even more sections.

The Pattern m
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GETTING /¢

RIGHT FIT

WHERE TO MEASURE

The nice thing about a book on
skirts is that you really only need
one measurement to find the
right size for your body. Measure
around your hips at the widest

part (make sure your measuring

tape is level and not riding up in
the back), and use the chart to Use hip
) ) . measurement to
determine the right pattern size.  determine size.
If you are between sizes, pick
the larger of the two because it’s
better to start with extra room

than with too little.

Body form with places marked
for measuring for size

E Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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U.S. WOMEN'S SIZES

Note: All measurements are inches.

X-SMALL SMALL MEDIUM LARGE X-LARGE

SIZES 2-4 6-8 10-12 14-16 18-20
BUST 32-34 34-35 36-37"2 39-40% 42-44
WAIST 22-25% 26Y2-27" 28%2-30 31%-33 34%2-36"%2
HIP 33-36"% 37Y2-38% 39%2-41 42Y-44 45Y-47",

PLAYING WITH DARTS

Darts are a great way of making sure your skirt curves in along the
places where your body curves in. The darts in the skirt pattern can
be altered using a simple rule: The bigger the bump, the deeper the
dart. If you have a round bottom you may need to make the darts
higher and deeper than the darts on the pattern. If your bottom is on
the flat side you will need the darts to be lower and shallower than
the darts on the pattern. These are easy adjustments to make as you
work on getting the perfect fit for your shape. Don’t forget to write
the changes on your pattern or make notes in this book as you’re
working the bugs out.

Darts for Darts for
average Darts for | round
bottom \\ flat bottom \\ bottom |
— [

Shallow
dart

Dart variety

Getting the Right Fit [PEJI
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ADJUSTING THE WAIST

Since this skirt pattern is designed to have the skirt sit about 1" below

the waist, making alterations is very simple.

If you have a curvy figure you may want to curve the top waist of
the pattern in, as shown in the diagram, based on your measure-
ment 1" below your waist, on both skirt front and skirt back patterns.
Likewise, if you have a straighter waist simply draw a line up from

the side, removing the curve from the pattern.

Average Straight

MAKING THE MASTER PATTERN

When you've made adjustments to the pattern so that it fits your
shape comfortably (and you've tested it by sewing with muslin or
practice fabric), youll want to transfer the changes and additional
markings onto a “master pattern.” This is the pattern you will use for
all your skirts. I have mine on a big piece of vellum from the craft
store, but you can use Pellon’s pattern paper (with or without grids)

or even tissue wrap if youre in a pinch or want to get started.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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PLAYING

with FABRIC

CHOOSING THE SKIRT FABRIC

The best fabrics for holding the “A-Line shape” are fabrics such as
quilting cotton, cotton twill, denim, wool, and stiff linen. Most of the

skirts in this book were sewed using quilting cotton.

For a flowy drape you can use rayon, bamboo, lyocell (brand name
Tencel), and lightweight linen. These require some extra care while
preparing and sewing but the beautiful results make it worth any
extra effort.

« With all fabrics, make sure you use the right needles. If choosing a
knit fabric, use a ballpoint needle in your machine. If sewing with
rayon or other thin, lightweight wovens, consider a 10/70 sharp.

(See Tools for Sewing, page 16 for more on needles)

o When sewing with slippery fabrics such as rayon challis, use lots of

pins to keep your seams straight. Lots of pins.

o When sewing a zipper to flowy fabric such as rayon, you’ll want
to stabilize the fabric right under the zipper by fusing a piece of
lightweight interfacing (about %" x 9”) on the wrong side of the
fabric. Be sure to use a pressing cloth (don’t iron directly on the
interfacing).

Playing with Fabric m
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o Before hemming you’ll want to let your skirt made from drapey
fabrics hang overnight to loosen the weave. Then check the lower
edge to see if any of it is hanging out of shape. Trim it to match the

original shape if necessary. Then it’s ready to hem.

o If you like the look of a drapey fabric but want a bit more stability,
try adding a lightweight fusible interfacing.

o If youre sewing a tiered skirt, such as the Triple Ruftle (page 58),
and your fabric is very stretchy, consider stay stitching around the

slightly curved cut fabric edges before sewing the seams.

o Press carefully. Irons that are too hot can leave shiny marks on
some fabrics. Test your iron on a scrap of fabric or default to using

a pressing cloth.

SELECTING THE LINING

For the lining fabric you can use the same fabric as the outer skirt,
but it’s fine if you want to use a lightweight solid cotton since it won’t

show and it’s so easy to work with.

If you are making a version where the lining can be seen, select your
fabric carefully. If you want the lining to blend in, match with the
same type of fabric you use for the outer fabric. You might also select
a complementary fabric (such as with the Layered with Side Slit skirt,
page 78) or contrasting lining depending on the effect you're going

for. Lace (page 124) would look striking with a contrasting lining.

If your lining includes visible ruffles, like the Basics Skirt with Sweet
Ruffle Lining (page 54), consider a crisp fabric like cotton for the

lining so the ruffles maintain their shape.

If you are making a skirt for colder weather, perhaps if you use a
wool for the main fabric, consider selecting a lining in a smooth or

silky material so that the lining won’t stick to your tights.

PREPARING YOUR FABRIC

A good rule of thumb is to pre-wash your fabric the same way you
will wash your finished garment. Always check the fabric bolt for

care instructions when making your purchase.

With most natural fibers I like to wash with cold water on a gentle

cycle and line dry. If you are sewing with wool or another fabric that

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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requires special care be sure to do your research before cutting since

it may be recommended that you dry clean your fabric first.

FABRIC CARE CHART
TYPE WASHING
Acrylic—Man Machine
made, soft, washable, warm

resists wrinkles

Cotton—Natural
fiber, durable,
can wrinkle
easily, soft and
comfortable

Denim—Natural
fiber, tightly
woven cotton,
breathable

Hemp—Natural
fiber, stronger

than cotton and
linen, wrinkles

easily

Linen—Natural
fiber, strong,

doesn't stretch,
wrinkles easily

Polyester—Man
made, strong,
wrinkle-free,
stretchable

Rayon—Man
made, strong,
soft, drapes well,
wrinkles easily

Silk—Natural
fiber, soft and
comfortable,

drapes well

Velvet—Content
varies, short
fuzzy surface

Wool—Natural
fiber, varies from
scratchy to soft,
warm

water

Machine
washable, warm
to hot water

Machine
washable, warm
water

Machine
washable, cold
water

Dry clean or
hand wash in
lukewarm water

Machine
washable, warm
water

Dry clean or
machine wash in
cold water

Hand wash in
lukewarm water,
or machine was
on delicate

Dry clean

Dry clean;

some can be
hand washed
with lukewarm
water and gentle
detergent

DRYING

Lay flat to dry
or machine dry
on low, remove
promptly

Hang dry or
machine dry
warm (might
shrink in dryer)

Hang or lay flat
to dry, machine
dry might shrink

Hang or lay flat
to dry, machine
dry on low

Hang dry or
machine dry on
low

Hang dry or
machine dry
on low, remove
when promptly
or when damp

Hang or lay flat
todry

Hang or lay flat
to dry

Hang dray on
padded hanger

Lay flat to dry,
roll with a towel
to squeeze out
excess water

IRONING

Low
temperature,
inside out

High
temperature

High
temperature

High
temperature
when damp

Medium to high
temperature,
use steam and a
pressing cloth

Low to medium
temperature and
steam (can melt
at high heat)

Low to medium
temperature,
inside out while
damp

Low to warm
temperature,
press inside out

Steam

Low temperature
and steam, press
inside out

Playing with Fabric m
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BASICS

Ao skinty i this book wse the basie shint
consthueclion te(ﬁm'cgu&y (m/e/wa( i [Aw C/ld/)[é/b’.

The projects contain many o |

design variations but will all be ,
assembled in this fashion after ﬁrg v

you've made any embellishments |

|
\

e

such as pleats, tucks, and so on.

4+ SEIRT
Please very carefully read the I BAce {7

Szt
e

instructions for the style of skirt

Ty = vid

you’ve chosen before assembling |

it. Following the instructions for
pattern placement (page 18 ), cut -+
the pattern out and transferany |
markings necessary for the skirt | &
design you picked. Sew the front - =

&

of the skirt completely (adding

any pleats, etc.) and set it aside. Qi Falbiric for besie slkir

All seam allowances are %"

unless otherwise noted.
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YARDAGE REQUIREMENTS

After you've determined which

length and style of skirt you will For 447145” WOF, including a
be sewing, the yardage require- bit extra, you will need the
following amounts:*

ments are easy to figure out.
You'll find these lines on the pat-
tern pullout. For the longest skirt

) o (cutting line A): 1% yards
Some skirts use the cutting lines

to create tiers that are cut and For cutting line B: 1% yards
sewn out of different fabrics than

For cutting line C: 1% yards
the main body of the skirt.

For cutting line D: 1% yards
For each tier added to any skirt

style: % yard For cutting line E: % yard

* Additional yardage may be required For cutting line F: % yard
to match stripes, plaids, or one-way
designs.

DARTS

If youre making a skirt with pleats in the back, please refer to those

instructions and bypass these dart instructions.

MARKING DARTS

1. With the paper pattern piece 2. Unfold the Skirt Back piece
still in place on the cut fabric, and check to make sure all the
mark the darts on the Skirt Back  marks are easily visible.

piece by sliding a piece of tracing

paper (folded so the colored side

faces out on both sides) between

the layers of the folded Skirt Back.

Use a tracing wheel and straight-

edge ruler to trace the lines onto

the wrong side of the fabric.

£
oo
~s
=

|
|
l

Visible darts

Trace darts.
Skirt Basics m
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SEWING DARTS

1. Fold along the center dart line, 2. Sew the darts along the outer
right sides together, and press. line, starting at the upper edge of
The 2 outer lines should match the skirt back.

up. Pin along the lines and check
both sides to make sure the pins

are going through the lines on
both sides. Press.

3. When you've reached the point of the dart, do not backstitch (this
could leave an unsightly pucker on the other side of the skirt). Sew
off the edge of the fold and either cut the thread with a 5” tail and tie
a knot by hand or, even quicker, run a few stitches back and forth just
above the point in the folded area of the pleat (where it won’t show on
the outside).

SR

-}
{
f

e R e
|

Close-up of lock stitch in dart

4. Press the darts first as you sewed them and then toward the center
of the skirt back.
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SKIRT ASSEMBLY

1. Pin the skirt front and back pieces together at the sides along the
15" seamline and try on to check the fit.

Pin skirt on for size.

2. Make any necessary adjustments at the darts or sides. (Don’t
forget to make a note of these changes on the pattern and in the note
section for each skirt.) Now install the invisible zipper (page 39) and
sew the side seam of the skirt on that side, using a %" seam allow-
ance. Finish the seam allowances by serging or zigzag stitching along
the raw edges. Press the seam open from the inside and press again

from the outside.

Skirt Basics m



Humble Bundle

3. After the zipper is installed, sew the other side of the skirt
together using a %" seam allowance. Finish the seam allowances and
press as in Step 2.

1 - Stitch opposite
side seam.
= )

Sew other side of skirt.

2 - Finish raw edges.

4. Hem the skirt using the

method of your choice detailed

in the hem section (page 46).

Finished basic skirt before lining

5. Now install the lining, fol-
lowing the lining instructions
(page 33).

6. Press your skirt one last time,

and you're finished!
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ADDING THE LINING

Most skirt patterns include a facing to finish the waist, but I love to
take it a simple step further and include a lining in my skirts. Lining
a skirt is practical for so many reasons. First, it adds a nice, solid
backing, especially when the skirt is made from lightweight fabric
(no peekaboos). Second, it saves you the trouble of having to look for
a slip or hearing those dreaded words, “It’s snowing down south.”
And third, as you’'ll learn in this book, a lining can be a very versatile
design element, which gives each new skirt a completely different
look than the last.

MAKING THE LINING

1. To make a basic lining for your skirt, simply use the skirt pattern
pieces just as you did when sewing the skirt. Cut the lining shorter
than the skirt by using the next cutting line up from the cutting line
you used at the bottom of the skirt (example: if the skirt stops at cut-
ting line C, cut the lining at cutting line D).

2. Stitch the darts in the back of the lining the same way you did in
the skirt back and press the darts first as you sewed them and then

toward the center.

3. Pin both lining pieces together with the right sides facing each
other. With the skirt back piece facing you, stitch the right side
together using a %" seam allowance. Now stitch up the left side, stop-

ping 9” from the top and backstitching (this leaves an opening for the
zipper).

Pin and stitch lining side seams.

Skirt Basics m
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4. Use scissors to snip the seam allowances in toward the point

where you backstitched, but be sure you don’t snip through the seam.

5. Fold the raw edges over %" Fold
back 2",

at the zipper opening and press.
Snip.
~—

Finish the raw seam allowances
on both sides (except for the
folded part) using a serger or

zigzag stitch.

6. Hem the lower edge of the
lining using a rolled hem stitch
on your serger, or following the Sew lining sides.
Basic %" Hem instructions, using

a %" fold (page 46). Press all the seams on the lining well before
attaching it in the next step.

Alternate Lining Method

Here is an alternate method to assemble the skirt lining, with a few
extra steps that ensure a perfect finish. By sewing the lining this way,
you still get the soft, finished part of the lining against your hips
without the seam facing outward at the bottom of the lining, where it

might be seen.
1. Follow Making the Lining, Steps 1 and 2 (page 33).

2. Pin and sew the lining front and back pieces together at the sides,
stopping 9" short of the bottom and remembering to leave the zipper

opening.

A_Leave open 9”
for zipper.

Sew lining sides partially.
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3. Snip the seam allowances, being careful not to cut into the
stitches, at the stopping point. Turn the lining right side out. Flip the
remaining seam so it is now facing outward and, starting at the point
where you stopped previously, continue sewing the seam all the way

to the bottom.

Stitch wrong I
sides together \ i
from below snip.

Snip and turn lower lining.

4. Finish the seams on both sides with your serger or a zigzag stitch
and refer to Making the Lining, Steps 4-6 (page 34), to complete the
lining.

Serge or
zigzag.

Finish lining seams on both sides.

Skirt Basics m
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ATTACHING THE LINING TO THE SKIRT

1. Slip the skirt lining, wrong
side out, over the skirt, right
side out, until the top edges
and side seams are aligned with
each other. Pin the lining to the
skirt, starting at the right side

(where the skirt and lining side

seams are facing each other) and _
ending at the zipper. Make any —_—
adjustments to the lining’s zipper /

opening so the folded edge is

right next to the zipper (about %"

from the teeth). You may need to

adjust the folded lining edge and

press it again.

Put lining and skirt together.

2. Sew the skirt and lining Open the seam up and inspect

together all the way around the the zipper area to make sure both

top using a %" seam allowance. sides are even at the top where
they end.

/

A

Sew lining and skirt together. Check to make sure sides match.
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3. Press the seam allowance toward the lining and, from the right
side of the lining, topstitch %" from the seam through the lining and
the seam allowance. This is called understitching, and it helps the

lining stay in place.

Understitch lining.

4. Now tack the lining’s zipper opening to the zipper tape using a
simple slip stitch.

Slipstitch lining to zipper.
You now have a lined skirt! Use this method to attach the linings on

all the skirts in this book. In the skirt projects to come, I will show

you all the fun things you can do with the lower lining.

Skirt Basics m
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TECHNIQUES /o «

BEAUTIFUL FINISH

ADD APPLIQUE

Making an appliqué is fun and very
easy. Choose a solid fabric and draw SUPPLIES

any shape you like on it, or use printed  , Fusible web such as

fabric and choose one of the designs HeatnBond (specifi-
on that print. Iron a big enough piece cally for fabric—follow
of fusible web to the wrong side of the the manufacturer’s
appliqué fabric. When it has cooled, instructions)

cut out your desired shape. Iron the ) )
o ) ) « Contrasting fabric
appliqué where you want it on the skirt.

Using a small zigzag stitch, sew all + Contrasting thread
the way around the outer edge of the
appliqué, securing it to the fabric. It is easiest to do this just after

you've sewn the skirt front and back together.

——— - Fuse.  Cut out motif.

& n AR
PR~ Iron and

e > /stitch in place.

- ' v >
B . eo 4 e
¥ WgF .G B . &

- ) - B ,"pi ':{

- . . - g3

Use a lock stitch to secure the thread when you're done or, if your machine
doesn’t do a lock stitch, pull all the threads through to the back of the fabric
and tie them together in a tight little knot.
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INSTALL AN INVISIBLE ZIPPER

I love invisible zippers! They add such a clean, professional look to
clothes and are deceptively simple to install. On some machines a
regular zipper foot will work if you can move the needle right next
to the zipper teeth. Some regular zipper feet also have a groove in the
bottom to get the zipper closer to the needle.

If you want an invisible zipper foot but you’re not sure about
investing in one, Coats & Clark makes an inexpensive, adaptable,

invisible zipper foot.

These instructions are for installing a 7"-9” zipper on the left side of
the skirt.

1. After you've sewn the darts in
the skirt back, finish the edges of
the skirt pieces by serging or zig-

zagging along the length of the
skirt pieces on the side where the

LR Y

T R S LR

zipper will be (with the right side

of the fabric facing you, finish
the left side of the skirt back and
the right side of the skirt front).

a0

Finish edges to prep for zipper.

2. Prepare the zipper by opening it up all the way and pressing the
edges with your iron (push the iron into the zipper teeth to “unfold”

the crease).

Press zipper.

Techniques for a Beautiful Finish m
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3. On the skirt back, swipe a narrow line of glue where the zipper
tape will lie. I use a purple glue stick since it’s easy to see and washes
away in the laundry. Set your zipper so the upper zipper stop is %"
from the top edge of the skirt and the zipper teeth are 2" from the

side. (You can also use pins instead of glue if desired.)

Glue zipper on side of skirt back.

4. Heat set your zipper tape with your iron on medium heat. (If it’s
too hot it could melt your zipper tape). If you are pinning instead of

gluing your zipper, baste it in place.

5. Starting near the bottom edge
(working toward the top) of the
zipper above the zipper pull, set
your zipper foot next to the zipper
teeth and move your needle over
so it’s right next to the teeth. If

you're using an invisible zipper

foot you can set the groove of the

Sew zipper in place on skirt back
piece.

zipper foot right over the teeth
and keep your needle centered.
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6. Stitch all the way to the top edge.
7. Close and open the zipper just to make sure it’s working smoothly.

8. On the other skirt piece, swipe a line of glue like you did on the

first side.

Prepare to glue the zipper to skirt front piece.

9. Set the zipper in place and heat set.

Heat set zipper on skirt front piece.

Techniques for a Beautiful Finish m
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10. At the top edge of the zipper,  11. Close the zipper and give it a
set your zipper foot next to the good inspection before moving
zipper teeth and move your needle on to the next step.

over so it’s right next to the teeth.
If you're using an invisible zipper
foot you can set the groove of the
zipper foot right over the teeth
and keep your needle centered.

Close zipper and check your work.

12. To close the remaining

side seam, pinch the area to be

& =1
& %ﬁ sewn together with the bottom
LS | ol -
Sew zipper in place on skirt front
piece.

tails of the zipper poking out

between the seam allowances.

Pin through all 4 layers (this keeps the seam allowance out of the
way while you sew along the zipper). Pin the rest of the skirt sides
together normally all the way to the bottom.

Pin stitched seam

allowances together. A ) )

Zipper seam

Pinch zipper between seam allowance and pin through layers.

13. Start stitching about %" above the spot where the zipper stitching
ends. Sew as close to the zipper as possible (right next to the zipper’s
stitch line), and keep sewing all the way to the bottom of the skirt,

using a %" seam allowance.

Zipper seam overlap

Stitch next to lower part of zipper all the way down seam.
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14. Press the seam open from inside the skirt, being careful not to

iron over the zipper teeth.

15. Press the seam on the outside of the skirt. In fact, you'll want to
be sure to press each seam open (or to the side if your seam allow-

ances are serged together) after it is sewn.

Your zipper is in and you’re ready for the next step!

TOPSTITCHING AND EDGESTITCHING

TOPSTITCHING

Topstitching is a nice way to give your seams a professional, finished
look. It also helps maintain the integrity of the seam by holding the
seam allowance down. (And as an extra bonus, it helps make ironing
so much simpler.) You may want to try thread made especially for
topstitching with a topstitching needle for a really nice top stitch. If
you have an edge-stitch foot or a blind-hem foot (used with a straight
stitch setting), this will help guide the fabric to keep your stitching
line straight. I like to use a stitch length of 2.5-3 for topstitching.

Before you topstitch, press the seam allowance to the side on the
wrong side of the fabric. Turn the fabric over and topstitch directly
above the seam allowance just to the side of the seam. The stitch
should be close enough to the seam (less than %4”) to sew through the
seam allowance.

L i, §

e

How to topstitch (close up) Finished topstitched seam
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EDGESTITCHING

Edgestitching is a great way to stitch a fold so it becomes crisp and

permanent. Like the top stitch, it also looks professional and makes
ironing much easier. If you have an edge-stitch foot or a blind-hem
foot, this will help guide the stitch to keep it straight. I like to use a
stitch length of 2.5-3 for edgestitching.

To edgestitch, simply sew a line as close to the fold as possible (about

%" away).

Edgestitching on fold

BELT LOOPS

Belt loops are a nice feature if you want to add a sash or ribbon to your
skirt. With belt loops, you can change the look of the skirt simply by

switching the color of the sash.
1. Cut a rectangle of fabric 1" x 12",

2. Fold the fabric in half lengthwise and press. Open it back up, fold
the edges to the middle crease, and press again. Now fold it again so
the folded strip of fabric is %" wide.

Belt loop fabric folded twice

3. Edgestitch along both edges of the folded fabric.

Edgestitch both sides.

4. Cut the sewn strip into 3 equal pieces, each %" x 4.

5. Place the loop %" away from the zipper on the back piece of the
skirt. Slide the top of the loop so that it’s 23" from the top of the skirt.
Mark the loop 3” down from the top of the skirt and pin in place.
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6. Now stitch across the loop 7. Flip the loop up toward the
fabric at the 3" point. top of the skirt and stitch across

the bottom of it (make sure the
Top of skirt

stitch is close enough to the
bottom to stitch down the loose

piece of loop fabric underneath).

Stitch across the top %" from the
edge.
Pin i
o Top of skirt ij
stitch || stitch
here. I here
! second.
I
I
(

Zipper| \|—Stitch
here
first.

Pin and stitch loop in place
at bottom.
Zipper|

Flip loop up and stitch across top.

8. Repeat Steps 5-7 to sew belt loops in the center back and on the

other side of the skirt 14" back from the seam. The top, raw edge of the
belt loop will be hidden insdie the skirt when you attach the lining.

37
.."‘v\w/ . ’,' b v). -\\:@ o
Y\ \.« P4 \\?'/é ,

ZN/ANYY D\ V4 7P\
> \ 1‘ % f ’&/ \‘;éi

Back belt loop centered and side loops
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CHOOSE YOUR HEM

BASIC 2" HEM

Most of the skirts in this book have a basic %" hem. Simply fold the
edge over %" using your hem gauge, press, fold another %", press, and
then stitch.

A8 )

2L F

Folding and pressing 2" hem Sewing 2" hem

ROLLED HEM

A rolled hem is a nice, flowy way to finish a skirt edge. It looks best
with natural fabrics such as linens and silks. Keep in mind that the
skirt will be nearly 1” longer with a rolled hem than with a %" hem,
so you may want to cut 1” off the
bottom of the skirt before sewing
the rolled hem.

Refer to your sewing machine

manual to use the rolled-hem
foot on your sewing machine or
serger to get a good, clean rolled

hem. Example of rolled hem on ruffle

BIAS TAPE HEM

Another method used in this book is the bias tape hem. This is a
fun way to make the hem stand out and/or coordinate with another
element of the skirt. Feel free to use this on any of the skirts you're
making, but keep in mind that the skirt will be %" longer than the

same skirt with the basic 4" hem.

1. Measure around the skirt hem to determine the circumference
of the skirt. This is the length of bias tape needed. Add at least 8” to

that number to give you some extra to work with. Cut the fabric for
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the bias tape on a 45° angle to the
grain (on the bias). Cut each strip
2" wide (the clear 2" ruler comes

in handy for this process).

|

® TII. A

Cut bias fabric for bias hem.

3. Press the seams open and snip
off the little corners (called dog
ears) that are sticking out from
the sides.

MANN

Press seams open and snip corners.

5. Aligning the raw edges, pin
the bias tape to the edge of your

skirt hem on the wrong side

(yes!).

Pinin place on wrong side, leaving
opening.

2. Overlap the ends of the strips,
leaving a %" seam allowance.
Sew across the strips where they

intersect forming a V.

Sew ends of bias strips together.

4. Fold the bias tape in half
lengthwise, wrong sides together,

and press.

6. Sew around using a %" seam
allowance, but leave a gap of
about 3" at the beginning and
end to join the bias tape together.
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7. Open the bias tape at the
unstitched ends and fold the ends
back where they meet. Press well.

Sew bias on, and fold back open
ends.

9. Fold the bias tape in half and
finish stitching it to the skirt so

the gap is now closed.

11. Fold the bias tape over to the
right side of the skirt. Press well

and pin in place.

Fold bias over to right side, press,
and pin.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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8. Using the fold as your
stitching line, sew the ends of
the bias tape together. Trim the

seam allowance to %" and press

it open.

Sew ends together using fold as
guide.

10. Fold the bias tape over the
stitching line toward the raw

edge of the skirt hem and press.

%

Press bias away from wrong side.

12. Sew in place close to the
edge.

Sew bias in place.
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RUFFLE HEM

Ruffles are such a cute, whimsical way to finish a hem and are so

simple to make.

Determining Fabric Length for Ruffles

For a ruffled hem I like to use a 1:1.75 ruffle ratio. For example, if ’'m
adding a ruffle to a 100" length of fabric (determined by measuring
the circumference of the skirt’s hem), I'll need a length of 175" for the
ruffle strip.

1. Cut enough WOF (width of fabric) strips to equal the length of
ruffle strip you need, plus a little extra for seam allowances.

2. Sew the short ends of the strips together, pressing the seam allow-

ances open, to make a big circle.

Ruffle Edge Finishes

The edges of the ruffles in this book can be finished three different
ways, each of which changes the width you cut the unfinished ruffle

strips.

1. For a rolled hem ruffle, just add the finished width to the seam
allowance (so you’ll need a 1%4"-wide cut strip for a 1"-wide finished
ruffle) and roll the hem on one long edge, following the manufac-

turer’s instructions for your sewing machine’s rolled-hem foot.

2. For a %" hemmed ruffle, add the seam allowance to the desired
finished width plus %" for hemming. Fold one long edge under %"
twice before topstitching along the fold.

3. For a folded ruffle, simply add the desired finished width of the
ruffle to the amount of the seam allowance and then double this
number to get the width needed for the fabric strips. (Example: For
a 1” finished ruffle with a %4” seam allowance, add 1" + %4” and then
double to 2%4".) When the strips are sewn together into a loop, fold in
half and press.

” i
=

Sew and fold ruffle strips.
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Gathering Ruffles

1. After you've finished the ruffle edge, it’s time to gather the ruffle.
Set your machine at the longest stitch length possible (I set mine at 5)
and sew around the unfinished edge of the ruffle %" from the edge.
Do not backstitch at either the start or finish of the stitch. Repeat
this process, but this time stitch between the previous stitch and the
unfinished edge of the ruffle.

Folded ruffle with gathering stitches

2. Pull the gathering threads, adjusting the gathers evenly as you
pull.

3. Pin the gathered ruffle to the bottom of the skirt, right sides and
raw edges together. Pull the gathers and distribute them evenly as
needed. This part is somewhat tedious, but if you take your time,
you’ll get a beautiful result. Wrap the loose thread end around a pin
in a figure-8 motion to secure the gathers while you sew. Sew in place

using a %4” seam.

Wrap threads in a

Attach ruffle to lower skirt.
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4. Press the seam
allowance upward and
topstitch above the
ruffle on the outside

of the skirt.
Topstitch
above
seam.
(-

Finish topstitching ruffle on skirt.

DOUBLE-EDGED RUFFLES

Double-edged ruffles are not stitched as part of a seam but go on the

outside of the skirt or lining. Add as many layers of these ruffles as

you want.

Measure around the skirt where you want a ruffle. Multiply this

number by 1.75 to determine the length of the ruffle. Cut enough

strips 1” wide x WOF out of the ruffle fabric to equal this length plus

a little extra for seam allowances. Sew the short ends of the strips

together to make a circle. Finish the
edges by serging or using a small zigzag
stitch. Sew a row of gathering stitches (I
set my stitch length at 5) on each side of
the center of the circle.

Pull the threads to gather the ruffles
and pin them in place on your skirt.
Stitch between the 2 gathering stitches.
Pull out the gathering threads.

[Iipy;ur machine has the
option of moving the
needle over, use that
feature and simply set
the needle to each side

of the center as needed.

Pin double ruffles on skirt.
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Basic Skirt with
Sweet Ruffle Lining

Jhis is the ullimate [eminine skirt. FEEL FREE TO USE
A FUNKY FABRIC TO GIVE IT SASS BECAUSE THE SWEET
RUFFLE WILL GIVE IT ENOUGH DAINTINESS TO BALANCE IT
OUT NICELY. IN THIS VERSION I'VE USED THE SAME WHITE
FABRIC FOR THE RUFFLE THAT | USED FOR THE LINING, BUT
YOU COULD USE A FUN PRINT FOR THE RUFFLE AND GET AN
ENTIRELY NEW LOOK. YOU CAN CHOOSE TO MAKE IT IN A DIF-
FERENT LENGTH AS WELL, BUT YOU MAY NEED TO ADJUST
THE AMOUNT OF BIAS TRIM AND RUFFLE STRIPS.

MASTER PATTERN MARKS
——— 7 "LV MAKRO
SKIRT LENGTH: Cutting line B
LINING LENGTH: Cutting line B

EXTRA SUPPLIES
FABRIC FOR BIAS HEM: 14 yard
FABRIC FOR LINING RUFFLE:

Y2 yard
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Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) and Skirt Basics (page 28) to
trace and cut the desired size and length of the Skirt Front and Skirt
Back pattern pieces.

SKIRT FABRIC: Cut 1 Skirt Front on fold and 1 Skirt Back on fold.
LINING FABRIC: Cut 1 Skirt Front on fold and 1 Skirt Back on fold.
BIAS HEM FABRIC: Cut enough 2"-wide bias strips to make 75" of

continuous bias trim.

RUFFLE FABRIC: Cut the number of strips determined in Step 4 of
Assembly 4%" x WOF.

Assembly

Use a 4" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.
1. Assemble the skirt using the instructions in Skirt Basics (page 28).
2. Hem the skirt using the bias tape hem method (page 46).

3. When sewing the lining side seams, be sure to stop sewing about
9” from the bottom and flip the seam allowance the other direction
as detailed in Alternate Lining Method (page 34). This way there’s no
chance that any seams will be seen as youre moving about in your
skirt.

The lining will be the same length as the skirt, so just enough ruffle
will peek out under the hem. I've used a 2” folded ruffle for this ver-
sion, with a %" seam allowance, so my ruffle strips were cut 4%" wide
and then folded and gathered.

4. Refer to Determining the Fabric Length for Ruffles (page 49) and
Ruffle Edge Finishes (page 49) to measure the lining hem and make
the appropriately sized ruffle loop.

5. Refer to Gathering Ruffles to gather and attach the ruffle hem to

the lining, using a %" seam allowance.

6. Don’t forget to press the ruffle seam allowance upward, and top-
stitch just above the seam on the right side of the fabric (page 43).

Basic Skirt with Sweet Ruffle Lining m
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Triple Ruffle

J el this the Friple Ruffle shire, BUT YOU CAN
RUFFLE AS MANY LAYERS AS YOU LIKE—MAKE A QUADRU-
PLE RUFFLE SKIRT OR ADD EVEN MORE RUFFLES! MIX AND
MATCH THE FABRICS TO MAKE IT EXTRA FUN, OR USE ALL
THE SAME FABRICS FOR A MORE URBANE LOOK.

Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) and the cutting layouts below
and on page 60 to trace and cut the desired size of the Skirt Front and
Skirt Back patterns onto your fabric. Be sure to add a %" seam allow-
ance on any edges that will be sewn to another skirt piece edge (except
for the skirt sides).

RUFFLE FABRIC: Cut the number of strips determined in Step 3 of
Assembly 3" x WOF.

MAIN FABRIC:

45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap XS—- 54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap
XL: 1% yards (1.6m) XS-M: 1% yards (1.2m)

54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap L- fold fold

T-1D
T-1C
T-2D

XL: 1% yards (1.6m) U UB /1\5/
o 4 4
fold selvages
e || S e8] s —|
Ll *T=Tier selvages
fold

*T=Tier selvages

T-1D
T-1C

E Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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MASTER PATTERN MARKS
——— T 1EKN MARKS

SKIRT LENGT: Top to cut-
ting line E, tjey D, tier C
(don’t forget to adq
aHowances)

LINING LENGT: Cutting line p

EXTRA SUPPLIES

FABRIC FoR RUFFLES:
XS/S/m,

%" seam

% yard for
% yard for L/x.




LINING:
45" (115c¢m) lining XS-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

54" (135cm) lining M-XL: 1
Y4 yards (1.1m)

fold
I selvages

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt

54" (135cm) lining XS-S:
% yards (0.7m)

fold

selvages
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Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.

1. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28) to sew the top part of the skirt.

2. Sew the tier D front and back
pieces, right sides together, at
the sides. Press the seams open.
Repeat with the tier C pieces.
Repeat with any additional tiers.

E

3. Refer to Determining the
Fabric Length for Ruffles

(page 49) and Ruffle Edge
Finishes, Folded Ruftle (page 49,

step 3), to measure the lower edge

of the skirt top and each tier,
cut ruffle strips, and make the
appropriately sized ruffle loops.

4. Refer to Gathering Ruffles
(page 50) to gather the ruffles for
the upper skirt and pin in place
at the lower edge. Sew using a 15"

seam allowance.

5. Sew tier D to the bottom
of the upper skirt, right sides
together.

6. Repeat Steps 4 and 5 to gather
and attach the remaining ruffles

and tiers.

7. Press all the seams upward
and topstitch on the skirt fabric
above each ruffle.

Topstitch on

[T skirt fabric.

e O

Assembly process

8. Finish your skirt by installing
the lining (page 33).

Tripte Ruffle  [(IN
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Applied Ruffle

This shirt is s0 cute! YOU CAN MAKE IT ANY LENGTH
AND ADD AS MANY LAYERS OF RUFFLES AS YOU LIKE. YOU
CAN MAKE THE RUFFLES OUT OF A CONTRASTING FABRIC
OR MAKE EACH RUFFLE FROM A DIFFERENT FABRIC. EVEN A
SIMPLE CHANGE, LIKE USING A BOLD THREAD ON THE RUF-
FLE EDGES, CAN ADD A FUN TWIST TO THE SKIRT,

Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) and Skirt Basics (page 28) to
trace and cut out the desired size and length of the Skirt Front and
Skirt Back patterns.

SKIRT FABRIC: Cut 1 Skirt Front on fold and 1 Skirt Back on fold.
LINING FABRIC: Cut 1 Skirt Front on fold and 1 Skirt Back on fold.

RUFFLE FABRIC: Cut the number of strips determined in Steps 2 and 3
of Assembly 1%4" x WOF.

E Make Your First A-Line Skirt



MASTER PATTERN MARKS
———— =NV MARKS
SKIRT LENGTH: Cutting line C

LINING LENGTH: Cutting line D

EXTRA SUPPLIES
FABRIC FOR RUFFLES: 3

yard

o
§ 2o

i S'.Kia'gii'éd Ruffle, " 63
4 : i ';‘ " /
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Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.
1. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28) to sew the skirt.

2. Follow the diagram below to determine at what height to place
the ruffles. Measure the circumference of the areas where you want
to place the ruffles. Multiply that number by 1.5 to get the length

needed for each ruffle loop.

% 1.5 = ruffle length
66"

Mark levels and measure for applied ruffles.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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3. Refer to Double-Edged Ruffles (page 51) to make 4 ruffle loops to
the lengths you determined in Step 2.

4. Pull the gathering threads and 5. Sew the first ruffle to the
adjust them while pinning the skirt by stitching between the
first ruffle around the skirt. gathering stitches. Remove the

Pin ruffles.

gathering threads.

6. Repeat Steps 4 and 5 with all the remaining rows of ruffles.

All ruffles sewn in place

7. Finish your skirt by installing the lining (page 33) and hemming
with a basic %" hem (page 46).

Applied Ruffle [N
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Contrast Layer

Jhis is one of my [avorile shirls| YOU CAN USE LARGE
FABRIC SCRAPS AND MIX IT UP LIKE CRAZY. EACH TIER IS A
DIFFERENT FABRIC, AND THE THIN BIAS STRIPS BETWEEN
THE LAYERS ADD A DRAMATIC PUNCH. THE RUFFLE AT THE
BOTTOM IS SMALL BUT SIGNIFICANT. THIS VERSION ENDS
ABOVE THE KNEE, BUT YOU CAN MAKE AS MANY LAYERS AS

YOU LIKE.

MASTER PATTERN MARKS

.‘:tKlRT LENGTH: Cutting line F
tier E, tier D, tier C ,

LINING LENGTH: Cutting line p

E
XTRA SUPPLIES

Fabric for bias trim and ruffle

hem: % yard fo
r XS/S, %
for M/L/XT. e

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) and the cutting layouts below
to trace and cut the desired size and length of the Skirt Front and Skirt

Back pattern pieces. Be sure to add a 1" seam allowance on any edges

that will be sewn to another skirt piece edge (except for the skirt sides).

BIAS TRIM AND RUFFLE FABRIC:

Cut as many inches of 2"-wide
strips on the bias as determined
in Assembly, Step 3 (page 70),
for bias trim. Cut as many strips
2" x WOF as determined in
Assembly, Step 3 (page 70),

for ruffle.

FABRIC 1:
45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-XL: % yard (0.7m)

54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap XL:
% yard (0.7m)

fold

 — |
selvages

54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-L: ¥ yard (0.4m)

fold

[
[

fold

selvages

FABRIC 2, 3, AND 4 EACH:
45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-XL: % yard (0.4m)

54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-XL: ¥ yard (0.4m)

fold fold fold
V]
Sk WSk R
N e (=
*T=Tier
1 1 1
selvages selvages selvages
LINING:

45" (115cm) lining XS-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

54" (135c¢m) lining M-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

fold

selvages

54" (135cm) lining XS-S:
% yard (0.7m)

fold

fold

selvages

Contrast Layer m
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Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.
1. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28) to sew the skirt top with the zipper.

2. Sew the front and back pieces of all the other tiers, right sides

together, at the side seams.

3. Measure the circumference 4. Pin the folded bias to the

of the bottom edge of each tier right side of the lower edge of

to determine how much bias the upper skirt, aligning the

trim and ruffle fabric you will raw edges of both bias and skirt.
need. Refer to Bias Tape Hem, Using a %" seam allowance,

Steps 1-4 (page 46), to make attach the bias tape to the bottom

enough bias strips to hem 3 tiers.  of the upper skirt, following Bias
Tape Hem, Steps 5-9 (page 47)

(just be sure you're sewing it to
the right side of the skirt).

Bias
tape

5. Pin Tier E to the bottom of 6. Repeat Steps 4 and 5 with all
the skirt. Sew in place with a %" tiers.

seam allowance.

Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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7. For the final tier, measure the circumference of the hem. Refer to
Determining the Fabric Length for Ruffles (page 49) and Ruffle Edge
Finishes, Folded Ruffle (page 49, step 3), to cut and assemble enough
2" x WOF strips for the ruffle loop.

8. Refer to Gathering Ruffles (page 50) to gather the raw edge of the
ruffle loop and sew the ruffle to the bottom of the skirt.

9. Press all the seam allowances upward and topstitch on the outside

just above each tier.

Topstitch above
bias trim/ruffle.

10. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28) to make and install the lining in

the usual fashion.

Notes

Contrast Layer m



Humble Bundle

Layered (viz/i Bias Hem

Sy a variely of hems WITH A BEAUTIFUL AND VERSA-
TILE LAYERED SKIRT. IF YOU LIMIT THE CONTRAST FABRIC
TO JUST THE LOWER PART OF THE LINING, YOU MIGHT BE
ABLE TO USE SOME SMALLER FABRIC PIECES FROM YOUR

STASH.

THIS LAYERED SKIRT HAS A BIAS HEM, BUT YOU CAN MAKE
IT WITH A RUFFLED HEM AND EVEN USE DIFFERENT FAB-
RICS FOR EACH BIAS OR RUFFLE LAYER. YOU ALSO CAN
CHOOSE ANY OF THE OTHER LENGTHS ON THE PATTERN—
JUST MAKE SURE THE LINING IS LONGER THAN THE OUTER

SKIRT.

MASTER PATTERN MARKS
SKIRT LENGT: Cutting line p
LINING LENGTH: Cutting Jine ¢

(.upper lining top to E, contrast
lining tiers g to C)

Note: The lining is 1 tjer longer
than the oyter skirt.

E
XTRA SUPPLIES

FABRIC FOR Bjag HEM:
% yard for 4] other

Y2 yard for XS,
Sizes

FABRIC FoR CONTRAST Lining: % yard

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) and the cutting layouts (below
and on page 76) to trace and cut the desired size and length of the Skirt
Front and Skirt Back patterns for the 2-part lining. Be sure to add a %"
seam allowance at the top of the contrast lining fabric and the bottom

of the upper lining fabric.

Lining Front Lining Back

G

>Add? on each edge. <

]

Alter paper pattern for lining only.

MAIN FABRIC:

45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-XL: 1% yards (1.1m)

54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap
M-XL: 1% yards (1.1m)

fold

selvages

54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-S: % yards (0.7m)

fold

selvages

fold

Layered with Bias Hem m
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LOWER CONTRAST LINING:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo
nap XS-XL: % yard (0.7m)

fold
4 Y
E A
N |
*T=Tier
|
selvages
UPPER LINING:
45" (115cm) lining XS-XL: 54" (135cm) lining XS-M:
1 yard (0.9m) % yard (0.6m)
54" (135cm) lining L-XL: fold
1 yard (0.9m)
fold
1E 2E
fold
I Cutting layout
selvages

Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.

1. Refer to Skirt Basics, Adding the Lining, Steps 1-3 (page 33),
to assemble the upper lining first, sewing the darts and the sides

together and leaving a 9" opening for the zipper.

2. Sew the contrast lining tier E-C front and back, right sides
together, at both side seams. Press the seam allowances open.

3. Pin the upper edge of the lower contrast lining, right side in, to the
bottom of the upper lining, wrong side out, matching the side seams.
The right side of the contrast lining will be facing the wrong side of

the upper lining. Sew together all around.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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4. Open the lining and press the seam allowance up toward the
upper lining. On the other side, topstitch just above the contrast
lining fabric (sew above the right side of the contrast lining fabric).

5. Refer to Skirt Basics again to sew the rest of the skirt together and

install the lining the usual way.

6. Refer to Bias Tape Hem (page 46) to make and sew bias tape hems

on both the outer skirt and the contrast lining.

Lining
Wrong side out

Contrast lining
Right side in

Contrast lining

Right side out Sew lining top and bottom together.

@

— 1 1 —

Sew lining top and bottom.
/Topstitch on

wrong side of
plain lining.

Press seam up and topstitch
above lining seam.

Notes

Layered with Bias Hem m
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Layered it/ Side Slit

Shis is such a sweet, bieepy skirl. THE SIDE SLITS
AND SHORTER HEMLINE ON THE OUTER SKIRT ALLOW THE
CONTRAST FABRIC IN THE LINING TO PEEK OUT. THIS IS THE
PERFECT DESIGN FOR LIGHTER-WEIGHT FABRICS OR RAYON.

FOR THIS PROJECT, I'LL SHOW YOU HOW TO CUT THE PAT-
TERN, ASSEMBLE THE CONTRAST LINING, AND SEW THE
SLITS IN THE OUTER SKIRT. WHEN THAT IS DONE, FOLLOW
THE LINING INSTRUCTIONS (PAGE 33) TO COMPLETE THE
SKIRT.

Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) and the cutting layouts on
pages 80-81 to trace and cut the desired size of the Skirt Front and
Skirt Back patterns.

The usual lining fabric is up at the top (where it can’t be seen), and
the contrast fabric is at the bottom. Cut the plain lining fabric using
the pattern piece cut from the top down to line F. The lower lining is
cut from line F down to line A. Be sure to add a %" seam allowance
at the top of the contrast lining fabric and the bottom of the upper

lining fabric.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt



MASTER PATTERN MARKS
SKIRT LENGTH: Cutting line B

LINING LENGTH: Cutting line for
upper lining top to F, contrast =

lining tier F to A

EXTRA SUPPLIES

FABRIC FOR CONTRAST LINING:
1% yards
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Cut out the front and back outer

pieces the usual way.

OVERSKIRT: 45"-54" (115-135cm)
fabric w/wo nap XS-XL.:
1% yards (1.5m)

fold

selvages

UPPER LINING:
45" (115cm) lining XS:
Y5 yard (0.5m)

fold

selvages

fold

45" (115cm) lining S-XL.:

% yard (0.7m)
54" (135cm) lining XL:
% yard (0.7m)
fold
1F 2F

selvages
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54" (135cm) lining XS-L: CONTRAST LOWER LINING:
Y5 yard (0.5m) 45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo
fold nap XS-XL: 13 yards (1.3m)
fold
selvages [ Lo
I selvages
fold

Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.

THE LINING

1. Refer to Skirt Basics, Making
the Lining (page 33), to sew the
darts in the upper lining back
and to sew the upper front and

upper back lining pieces together

along the side seams. Repeat to Right side out
sew the lower contrast lining

front and back pieces together
along the side seams. Press the

seams open.

Sew lining sides together.

Layered with Side Slit X
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2. Turn the lower contrast lining 3. Press the seam allowance up
right side out. Place the upper toward the top and topstitch on
lining piece, right side out and the right side of the upper lining
upside down, over the lower con-  fabric. Set the lining aside.

trast lining. Match the side seams
and pin in place along the F cut-
ting line (the bottom of the upper

lining should meet the top of the /Topstitch on
. wrong side of
lower lining). -
plain lining.

Topstitch lining

Stitch.

Plain lining:
Right side out

Contrast lining:
Right side out

Sew lining top to lower lining.

THE OUTER SKIRT (Zipper

1. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28)
to sew the darts in the skirt back
and install the zipper (page 39).
When the zipper is in, don’t sew
the rest of the seam completely:
Stop 11" down from the top of

the skirt. Leave the lower part of

the seam open for the lining.

Sew side seam (below zipper)
on outer skirt.

E Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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2. Sew the other side seam 3. Finish the seam above the

starting at the waist and stopping snip using your serger or a zigzag

11" down. Snip into the seam stitch.
allowance just above the end of

o . . Finish seam
the stitching line, being careful allowances

not to cut into the stitches. t° snip.

Finish side seam.

Sew side seam on other side
and snip.

4. Snip into the seam allowance just below the zipper.

5. To finish the skirt slits, make a %" hem on each side (fold over %"

to wrong side of fabric, press, fold over another 4", press).

Snip at end
of stitching
below zipper.

Fold and press opening
5" back on each side. Fold under again %4".

6. Topstitch around the side slits, sewing up one side and pivoting to

sew across the top. Pivot again and sew down the other side.

Sew slit hem. Outside detail of sewn slit hem

7. Refer to Basic %" Hem (page 46) to hem both the outer skirt and
the lining. Attach the lining to the skirt (page 36). Be sure the right
side of the upper lining is facing the right side of the skirt when you

sew them together.

Layered with Side Slit [[EJ
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Sailor

What a sporly and. [fur shirt! YOU CAN GO FOR A
NAUTICAL LOOK BY CHOOSING A RED OR BLUE FABRIC AND
SOME SHARP BUTTONS, OR YOU CAN MIX IT UP AND CHOSE
A FUN PRINT AND WHIMSICAL—OR EVEN MISMATCHED—
BUTTONS. THIS SKIRT WILL LOOK JUST AS GREAT IF YOU
CHOOSE A LONGER LENGTH FOR IT.

MASTER PATTERN.
MARKS

SKIRT LENGTH: Between
cutting lines C and E

LINING LENGTH: Cutting

# line E

EXTRA SUPPLIES

6 buttons %" in

diameter

Topstitching thread
(optional)

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt

Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern
(page 18) and the cutting layouts
on page 86 to trace and cut the
desired size and length of the Skirt
Front and Skirt Back patterns.

Place the Skirt Front pattern
piece 3" away from the fabric fold
(parallel to the fold). While cut-
ting the skirt front out, follow the
lines at the top and bottom all
the way to the fold. Cut the lining

in the usual manner.
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C LENGTH: D LENGTH:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo

45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo
nap XS-XL: 1% yards (1.4m)

nap XS-XL: 1% yard (1.1m)

fold fold
T 3
2C oD
k} {/
I I
selvages

selvages

E LENGTH OR LINING:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo nap XS-XL: 1 yard (0.9m)
fold

3

1E For 1E Lining, don't use
the 3" pleat allowance.

selvages

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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Assembly

1. Open out the skirt front on your cutting surface and mark the
center of the skirt front (you can do this by pressing it while it’s still
folded if you like).

2. At the waist, measure from the center of the skirt front to the
side. Subtract %" from that number (to compensate for the seam
allowance), and then divide this number by 2. Use this number to
determine how far from the center you will fold the fabric to make
the stitched-down pleats. Mark at this point (on both sides).

Measurements will vary with size.

4" for seam
nter allowance
Fold line
for pleat

Measure for pleats.

3. Fold at the marks, making sure the folds run parallel to the center-
line the whole way down. Press along the fold. Edgestitch the length
of the fold (page 44).

Edgestitch along entire
length of pressed fold.
[———

Edgestitch along folds.

Sailor m
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4. Open the skirt to make sure the folds look straight and even.

Finished edgestitched folds

5. Fold again on the edgestitched fold line. To make the stitched-
down pleats, sew a 6” line of stitching from the top of the skirt 1

away from the fold line. Repeat on the other side.

Stitch through
both layers.

5

Stitch pleat from top down 6",

6. Press each pleat away from the center of the skirt front.

<—Press outward.—>

Press pleats away from center.

7. Baste across the top of the skirt, stitching the pleats down, %" from
the top.

O O U WY O O
Baste across top edge to secure pleats.

Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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8. Now that the skirt front is done, refer to Skirt Basics (page 28) to
sew the rest of the skirt and lining together in the usual fashion. Hem
with the basic 2" hem (page 46).

9. Center 3 buttons on each pleat, placing them 17, 3", and 5" from
the finished edge of the waist. Stitch in place (through just the skirt,

not the lining).

Sew buttons in marked places.

Notes

Sailor m
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Contrast Pleat

Jnverted. /J/P/J[{)/ made [rom contwasting ({aé/zi(y ADD A
FUN LITTLE PUNCH TO THIS FLIRTY SKIRT. DON'T BE AFRAID
TO USE A CRAZY PRINT FOR THE PLEATS. WHILE THESE
INSTRUCTIONS ARE FOR THE ABOVE-THE-KNEE VERSION,
FEEL FREE TO MAKE THIS IN ANY LENGTH YOU LIKE. JUST
MAKE SURE YOU CUT THE CONTRAST PLEAT FABRIC THE
SAME LENGTH AS THE SKIRT.

THE FRONT OF THIS SKIRT IS FUN TO PUT TOGETHER, AND
EVERY PLEAT HAS LOTS OF EDGESTITCHING TO GIVE IT
SHAPE AND HOLD THE CRISP FOLD. THE BACK OF THE SKIRT
AND LINING ARE SEWN THE USUAL WAY, WITH NO CHANGES
TO THE BASIC ASSEMBLY.

Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) to trace the Skirt Front pattern

and cut it out.

1. Cut the pattern apart on the Contrast Pleat cutting line (3%" from
the fold).

Place the new pattern pieces on the folded fabric, following the cutting
diagram on page 92. Make sure to add %" to the fabric on either side
of the line for the seam allowances. Cut the skirt front and skirt back

from the main fabric on page 93.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt



MASTER PATTERN MARKS
SKIRT LENGTH: Cutting line C
LINING LENGTH: Cutting line D

EXTRA SUPPLIES

FABRIC FOR CONTRAST PLEATS:
Y yard

Topstitching thread (optional)




2. Cut 2 rectangles of contrast fabric 8%" wide and the same length
as the skirt front along the fold.

L Add 12",

Y
3%

Skirt Front
Skirt Front

Adjust paper pattern.

ﬂ Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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MAIN FABRIC: CONTRAST:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo 45"-54" (115-135cm) contrast
nap XS-XL: 1% yards (1.4m) w/wo nap XS-XL: % yard (0.7m)
fold fold
l 1C- CENTER —
2C <
1C-SIDE a
Y
I selvages selvages
LINING:
45" (115cm) lining XS-XL: 54" (135cm) lining XS-S:
1% yards (1.1m) % yard (0.7m)
54" (135cm) lining M-XL: fold
1% yards (1.1m)
fold
selvages
1D 2D
fold
[
selvages
Pleat Skirt Pleat
Fabric Srol: Fabric
Center

All fabric pieces for skirt front

Contrast Pleat m
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Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.

1. Sew a contrast fabric rectangle to either side of the skirt front

center piece, matching the long sides.

2. Sew a skirt front side piece to each contrast pleat edge of the skirt

front center. Press all the seam allowances toward the skirt fabric.

Pleat fabric sewn to skirt front pieces.
Press toward skirt fabric.

3. To make the inverted pleats, fold the skirt over, right sides
together, so the pleat is folded on itself. Make sure both seams where
the contrast fabric meets the main skirt fabric line up. Pin along the
seam. Stitch the pleat together along the main fabric side of the seam,
starting at the skirt top and ending 7" down. Backstitch. Open the
skirt front and check to make sure the seam is stitched correctly, with
none of the contrast fabric showing through the stitched line. Repeat
this process with the other pleat.

Fold contrast fabric, pin, and stitch
pleat alongside seam. pleat.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt



Humble Bundle

4. On the wrong side of the skirt 5. Edgestitch all 4 folds on the
front, lay the pleat flat, centering  pleats.
the pleat directly over the stitches

you just sewed. Press well to

crease the folds.

6. Turn the skirt right side up. 7. Baste across the top of the
Edgestitch along the fold where  skirt front, securing the pleats,
the contrast pleat fabric meets using a %" seam allowance.
the main skirt fabric. Sew up one

. . Baste %" below top.
side of the pleat, pivot, sew across ST

the top of the pleat, pivot again,

and sew down the other side.

Wrong side of skirt front

Baste across top of skirt, %" down
i (T from top, securing pleats.
w* /

Edgestitch pleat edges on right side
of fabric.

8. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28)
to install the zipper, assemble the
skirt and lining, and hem with a

basic %" hem (page 46).

Contrast Pleat m
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Double Pleat

Jhis darling skirt WITH FOUR FRONT PLEATS AND TWO
BACK PLEATS HAS A FUN, CLASSIC LOOK TO IT, BUT YOU CAN
MAKE IT THOROUGHLY MODERN WITH SOME FUN FABRIC.
THE PLEATS GIVE THIS SKIRT A CUTE “PAROCHIAL SCHOOL"
LOOK AND ADD EXTRA MOVEMENT TO IT. I'VE CREATED IT
HERE IN A FLIRTY MINI LENGTH. MAKE IT ANY LENGTH AND
STILL GET BEAUTIFUL RESULTS.

Cutting MASTER PATTERN
Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) M

and the cutting layouts on page 98 SKIRT LENGTH:

to trace and cut the desired size and Cutting line D
length of the Skirt Front and Skirt Back LINING LENGTH:
pattern pieces. Cutting line E

1. Fold the fabric and place the Skirt

Front pattern piece with the “fold w
edge” of the pattern 4" away from the 2”-wide ribbon for
fabric fold. Cut the pattern out and just sash: 3 yards
extend the lines at the top and bottom Topstitching thread
all the way to the fold. (optional)

2. Repeat this process with the Skirt
Back pattern piece but place the fold
edge of the pattern only 1” from the fabric fold.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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MAIN FABRIC:

45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo
nap XS-XL: 1% yards (1.1m)

r fold

e <17 to fold
2D

L

I selvages
LINING:
45" (115c¢m) lining XS-XL: 54" (135cm) lining XS-M:
1 yard (0.9m) % yard (0.6m)
54" (135cm) lining L-XL: fold

1 yard (0.9m) "
fold
% - |

fold

selvages

Assembly

Use a ¥5" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.

1. To mark the pleats on the skirt back, place tracing paper between
the folded layers of the skirt back. Use the centerline in the darts as
your guide (the pleats will

replace the darts). Trace

the centerline from the REeH

Use center
dart line.

top down 3%". Now mea-

SkirtéBack \
sure 1” to either side of the

centerline and draw a 3%"-

long line on each side. Mark pleats on skirt back.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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2. On the skirt front, mark 4 sets of pleat lines (just like the ones on
the back of the skirt) using the guide for your skirt size printed on the

master pattern.

SkirtiFront

§+ extra 8”added at fold
' (4" on each side of fold)

N N NP N
Mark pleats on skirt front.

3. To make a pleat, fold along the center pleat line, right sides together.
Match up and pin the outer pleat lines. Pin all the pleats this way.

4. Sew along the marked outer pleat line starting at the top of the skirt
piece and sewing down 3%". Backstitch. Repeat to sew all the pleats—2
on Skirt Back and 4 on Skirt Front.

(Pin pleats closed.

Skirt Back

|
|
|
|
|

I DN N\
Stitch 3%2" down.

Pin and sew pleats.

5. Press each pleat so the center fold line lies flat against the seam.
Baste across the top of the skirt on both the front and back pieces, %"

from the edge, securing the pleats.

Baste 3" from top.  Press pleats open.

Skirt Back

\\Center fold Iine—/
N N N N L
Baste pleats down.

6. Refer to Belt Loops (page 44) to add the optional belt loops to the
skirt back.

7. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28) to assemble the skirt and lining.

8. Finish your skirt with the basic %" hem (page 46).

Double Pleat m
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Apron Skirt wiet
Ruffle Lining

‘ ﬂ(/ma/)/e sweel, and. vewalile / 60 CRAZY WITH
TRIMS AND LACES ON THE APRON AND MAKE THIS SKIRT
AS FUN AS YOU CAN STAND. ALTHOUGH I'VE MADE IT USING
LENGTH D, YOU CAN CHOOSE ANY LENGTH YOU LIKE.

MASTER PATTERN
MARKS

SKIRT LENGTH: Cutting
line D, between G and D

LINING LENGTH: Cutting
line D

EXTRA SUPPLIES
FABRIC FOR APRON: % yard

FABRIC FOR LINING RUFFLE:
1 yard

Assorted trim, lace, and/
or rickrack scraps for
apron

Topstitching thread
(optional)

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt

Cutting

FABRIC FOR APRON: Cut 1 rectangle
according to the desired size
below:

Extra-Small: 10" x 16"
Small: 10" x 18"
Medium: 10" x 21"
Large: 10" x 24"

Extra-Large: 10" x 27"

FABRIC FOR LINING RUFFLE: Cut the
number of strips determined

in Step 4 of Ruffled Lining

41" x WOE.

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern
(page 18) and the cutting layouts
on pages 102 and 103 to trace and
cut the desired size and length of
the Skirt Front patterns.
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To adjust the Skirt Front pattern, use cutting line G for the skirt
yoke, and the piece between cutting lines G and D for the lower skirt
front. Be sure to add a %" seam allowance to the bottom of the yoke

piece and the top of the lower skirt piece.

Cut paper -
i irt Front
Skirt Front patter: Add %" on
gl G |each edge.
F
E
Cut paper pattern. D

Add 2" for seam allowances.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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MAIN FABRIC:
45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-XL: 1% yards (1.3m)

54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap
M-XL: 1% yards (1.3m)

H 1G-D 2D

selvages

fold

45-54" (115-135cm) fabric
w/wo nap XS-S: % yard (0.7m)

fold

aE)
—

fold

selvages

Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless

noted otherwise.

1. On the bottom long edge of
the apron piece, sew a %" hem
(fold %" to the wrong side of the
fabric, press, fold %" again, press,
and then topstitch along the
upper fold).

2. Add any embellishments

to the apron now. Use your
imagination and add lace, trim,
rickrack, or even an appliqué
(page 38).

LINING:

45" (115cm) lining XS-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

54" (135cm) lining M-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

fold

1D

selvages

54" (135cm) lining XS-S:
% yard (0.7m)

fold

selvages

fold

®-0-
0-0-0-9-0
0:0: 0. 000 o
' 9:°9-0-0:0:0-90-0-

Hem lower edge of apron.

Apron Skirt with Ruffle Lining [[TEJ
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3. Hem the sides the same way
you hemmed the bottom of the
apron. Sew 2 rows of gathering
stitches across the top of the
apron (page 50).

Hem apron sides and gather top.

4. Pull the gathering stitches
until the top of the apron mea-
sures the width listed below for

the desired size:

Extra-Small: 9” Large: 13"
Small: 10”
Medium: 11%%"

Extra-Large: 15"

Make sure the gathers are dis-
tributed evenly and pin the apron
in place, right side up, centered
on the top of the lower skirt
front, also right side up.

Baste across the top of the apron

%" from the raw edge.

skirt.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt

5. Pin the bottom edge of the
yoke to the upper edge of the
lower skirt, right sides together
(sandwiching the apron in

between). Sew the yoke and lower

skirt front together.

S d 3
A & .60 ¢ P

Pin yoke to lower skirt.

6. Press the seam allowance up
toward the yoke. Topstitch above
the apron on the right side of the
yoke.

2 iR o
Topstitching on outside of skirt

g w
S e L

Topstitching on inside of skirt

7. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28)
to complete the skirt (including

the zipper installation). Set the

.'.K skirt aside.
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Ruffled Lining

The lining for this skirt is cut at the same length as the skirt because

it has a cute ruffle peeking out at the bottom.
1. Refer to Darts (page 29) to sew the darts as directed.

2. Refer to the alternate method (page 34) to sew the lining side
seams to ensure that the lining’s seam allowances on this short skirt

>
aren't seen.

3. Refer to Making the Lining, Steps 4-6 (page 34), to finish assem-
bling the lining.

4. Refer to Determining the Fabric Length for Ruffles (page 49) and
Ruffle Edge Finishes (page 49) to measure the lining hem and make
the appropriately sized folded ruffle loop with the 44" x WOF ruftle
strips.

5. Refer to Gathering Ruffles 6. Remove the gathering threads
(page 50) to gather and attach and press the seam upward.
the ruffle hem to the lining. Topstitch above the ruffle.

Make sure to pin the ruffle to the
wrong side of the lining—the side
that faces the skirt fabric (even
though the lower edge looks like
the right side). Stitch using a 4"

seam allowance.

Topstitch.

7. Sew the lining to the skirt
(page 36) the usual way. You are

done!

Stitch gathered ruffle to lower lining.

Apron Skirt with Ruffle Lining  [[TE
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Take 10

[ love this skirt! 1'VE NOTICED THAT SOME DESIGNERS
HAVE BEEN MAKING DRESSES WITH SOLID PANELS AT THE
SIDES, GIVING THE ILLUSION THAT THE WEARER IS MUCH
SLIMMER THAN SHE ACTUALLY IS. BRILLIANT! THE EYE IS
NATURALLY DRAWN TO THE CENTER OF THE DRESS AND
IGNORES THE SOLID FABRIC ON THE SIDES. | THOUGHT IT
WOULD BE FUN TO TRY THIS WITH A SKIRT, AND I'M THRILLED
WITH THE RESULTS. | THINK THIS DESIGN SUCCEEDS IN TAK-
ING AT LEAST 10 POUNDS OFF THE WEARER—WELL, OFF
THE WEARER'S APPEARANCE ANYWAY! TRY IT! WHAT HAVE
YOU GOT TO LOSE?

MASTER PATTERN MARKS

This skirt uses the Waist Trim

pattern piece on the pattern
pullout.

SKIRT LENGTH: Cutting line C
LINING LENGTH: Cutting line D

EXTRA SUPPLIES

SOLID FABRIC FOR SIDE PANELS AND
WAIST TRIM: % yard

6 buttons, %" to 14” in diameter

Topstitching thread to match
solid (optional)

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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Cutting

You will be cutting through this pattern, so after you’ve decided on the
skirt length refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) to trace a new pat-
tern from the master pattern.

1. Cut the new Skirt Front and Skirt Back paper pattern pieces along
the Take 10 cutting line to make the Skirt Front Center, Skirt Front
Side, Skirt Back Center, and Skirt Back Side pattern pieces. Add a 15"
seam allowance along the Take 10 cutting line.

Cut paper pattern  Cut paper pattern
apart here. apart here.
—

Place on fold.
‘p|Oy UO 2d€|d

Adjust and cut paper pattern pieces.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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2. Refer to Tracing Your Pattern
(page 18) and the cutting layouts
below to cut the skirt front center
and skirt back center pieces from

the main fabric and the skirt

EEEZZEEZ

front side and skirt back side i)

pieces from the solid fabric. 1" seam allowance added

3. Using the Waist Trim pattern on the pattern pullout, cut 6 waist

trim pieces from the solid fabric.

MAIN FABRIC: CONTRAST SIDES:

45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap 45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo
XS-S: 7% yard (0.8m) nap XS-XL: % yard (0.7m)

54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap fold

XS-L: 7% yard (0.8m)

fold .E []
W‘ —selvages
selvages
| LINING:

L 45" (115cm) lining XS-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap

54" (135cm) lining M-XL:
M-XL: 1% yards (1.4m)

1% yards (1.1m)
54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap

XL: 1% yards (1.4m)
fold

selvages

selvages

54" (135cm) lining XS-S:
% yard (0.7m)

fold

;‘ selvages

fold

AETCRI 109
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Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.

1. Sew the skirt front side pieces
to either side of the skirt front

center.

2. Repeat Step 1 with the skirt
back side pieces and skirt back

center.

3. Press the seams toward the

center on both skirt pieces.

Skirt front and sides sewn

Skirt back and sides sewn

BEIT] Vake Your First A-Line Skirt

4. Topstitch along the sides
of the center panel next to the

seams, catching the seam allow-

ance in the stitching.

Topstitching

Close-up of topstitching on wrong
side

Y R R OA
Close-up of topstitching on right side
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Adding Waist Trim

1. Place 2 waist trim pieces right sides together. Sew around the

edges using a %" seam allowance, leaving a 2” opening for turning.

Trim the corners at an angle to reduce bulk.

Leave open.

“—__ Trim corners.

Sewing waist trims

2. Turn right side out and use a chopstick or poking tool to push

the corners out. Fold the raw edges inward and press. Edgestitch

(page 44) all the way around. Press.

r

"

Edgestitched waist trim

3. Repeat Steps 1 and 2 to make 2 more waist trims.

4. Measure 2" down from the
top edge of the skirt. Pin the first
waist trim in place, making sure
it is centered. Pin the next waist
trim 14" down from the bottom
of the first. Pin the third an addi-

tional 14" down.

Center

Pinning waist trim

5. Hand sew a button through
the center of each pointed end of
the waist trims and through the

skirt, attaching the waist trims.

! -t
Button placement
6. You are now ready to assemble

your skirt following the instruc-
tions in Skirt Basics (page 28).

Take 10
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Traffic Stopper

7%/2& shint has a (/am/, dramatic look WHEN MADE
WITH SOLIDS. | FIRST ENVISIONED IT WITH BOLD PRIMA-
RY COLORS, WHICH MADE ME THINK OF TRAFFIC SIGNS—
HENCE THE NAME. FEEL FREE TO USE SOLIDS OR PRINTS
OR ANY COMBINATION OF THE TWO. YOU CAN PLACE FOLDED
BIAS STRIPS OR RUFFLES BETWEEN THE VARIOUS LAYERS
IF YOU REALLY WANT TO HAVE SOME FUN WITH IT.

MASTER PATTERN MARKS
SKIRT PIECES: Cut top to E,
tier D, tier ©

LINING LENGTH: Cutting line D

EXTRA SUPPLIES

FABRIC 1 (BACK AND TIER C): 1
yard

FABRIC 2 (TIER D): % yard

FABRICS 3 AND & (RIGHT AND
LEFT SKIRT FRONTS): 1 fat

ch
quarter each or ¥ yard ea

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) and the cutting layouts on
page 115 to trace and cut out the desired size and length of the Skirt
Front and Skirt Back patterns. Be sure to add a %" seam allowance on
any of the edges that will be sewn to another skirt piece edge (except for

the skirt side seams).

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt



Humble Bundle

FABRIC 1—BACK & BOTTOM TIER:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric
w/wo nap XS-XL: 1 yard (0.9m)

fold
B IR
Nj | i
*T=Tier
[
selvages
FABRIC 3:

45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric
w/wo nap XS-XL: % yard (0.5m)

selvage

selvage

LINING:
45" (115cm) lining XS-XL:
1Yayard (1.1m)

54" (135cm) lining M-XL:
1Yayard (1.1m)

fold

selvages

FABRIC 2:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric
w/wo nap XS-XL: % yard (0.3m)

fold

T-1D
J-2D

*T=Tier

—— |
selvages

FABRIC 4:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric
w/wo nap XS-XL: % yard (0.5m)

selvage

selvage

54" (135cm) lining XS-S:
% yard (0.7m)

fold

selvages

fold

Traffic Stopper m
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Assembly

1. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28)

to sew the darts in the skirt back.

Sew darts
( in back.

Skirt Back
Fabric 1

2. Sew the 2 skirt front pieces
together along the center front.
Press the center seam allowance
to one side and topstitch over the
seam allowance on the right side
of the fabric.

Skirt Front
Fabric 4

Sew skirt front
pieces together.

Press seam allowances to one side.

Topstitch.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt

3. Sew the tier D front and back
pieces, right sides together, at the
sides. Press the seam allowances
open.

4. Repeat with the Tier C pieces.

=

5. Install the zipper (page 39)
and sew the skirt front and skirt
back pieces together.

Assembled top section of skirt
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6. Pin the top of tier D to the 7. Repeat Step 6 with tier C.
bottom of the skirt, matching

the side seams, and sew together aE
using a %" seam allowance. Press

the seam allowance upward and

topstitch above the seam on the

right side.

< Stitch.

Sew second tier.

= 11— 1 _——
<“— Stitch.
Topstitch.
Topstitch.

Sew first tier.

8. Your skirt is now ready for you to add the lining (page 33) and
finish with a basic %" hem (page 46).

Notes

Traffic Stopper
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Pocket

Mo and match a variely of {abrics TO MAKE THIS
SPUNKY SKIRT LOOK DIFFERENT EACH TIME. FEEL FREE TO
USE YOUR IMAGINATION AND TRY OTHER TYPES OF FABRIC
FOR THE POCKETS, LIKE HANKIES, OR REPURPOSED FABRIC
FROM CLOTHES YOU NO LONGER WEAR. IT HAS A CLEAN,
RETRO FEEL THAT YOU CAN MAKE YOUR OWN.

YOU CAN USE COMMERCIAL %" DOUBLE-FOLD BIAS TAPE
FOR THE POCKET TRIM OR QUICKLY MAKE BIAS TAPE OUT
OF THE FABRIC OF YOUR CHOICE (PAGE 46).

IN THIS CHAPTER, I'LL SHOW YOU HOW TO CUT THE PAT-
TERN, ADD THE POCKETS, AND FINISH THE FRONT OF THE
SKIRT. WHEN THE SKIRT FRONT IS COMPLETE, THE REST OF
THE ASSEMBLY WILL FOLLOW SKIRT BASICS (PAGE 28).

Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) to either trace new patterns or
only mark the required pattern sections on your fabric.

Cut the Skirt Front paper pattern apart on cutting line G. The upper
section will become the skirt yoke, and the remaining piece will be
the lower skirt front. Add %" for the seam allowance to the bottom
of the yoke and the top of the lower skirt front. Refer to the cutting
layout on page 120 to cut out the skirt lining fabrics.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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MASTER PATTERN MARKS
———" TATIERN MARKS

This skirt uses the Pocket pat-
tern on the pattern pullout.

—, SKIRT LENGTH: Cutting line C
LINING LENGTH: Cutting line D

EXTRA SUPPLIES
——— VUTTLIEY
FABRIC FOR POCKETS:
48" double-fold bias tape

% yard

Pocket
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MAIN FABRIC:
45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-M: 1% yards (1.3m)

54" (135cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-XL: 1% yards (1.3m)

45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap
L-XL: 1% yards (1.4m)

fold

1G] 1G-C 2C

selvages

CONTRAST POCKETS:
45"-54" (115-135cm) contrast w/
wo nap XS-XL: % yard (0.4m)

fold

U
L

— |
selvages

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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LINING:
45" (115c¢m) lining XS-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

54" (135cm) lining M-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

fold

1D 2D

selvages

54" (135c¢m) lining XS-S:
% yard (0.7m)

fold

fold

selvages
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Making the Pockets

Each pocket is double sided to give it more substance. On my skirt, I
used the same fabric for the front of the pocket and the pocket lining.
Feel free to use a nice fabric just for the front of the pockets if you
don’t have enough for the lining. You can use a plain fabric for the

lining and nobody will know.

Refer to the cutting layout above to cut 2 pocket fronts and 2 pocket
linings on a double layer of fabric. This will yield a pocket and lining
that face left, and a pocket and lining that face right.

Cut 2 strips of double-fold bias tape to match the length of the upper

pocket edge.

Cut 2 strips of double-fold bias tape to match the length of the lower
pocket edge.

1. For each pocket, pin the 2. On the back of the pocket

pocket and lining, wrong sides (the lining side), pin a length of
together, and baste around all opened-up double-fold bias tape,
sides using a %" seam allowance.  right sides together, along the

outer edge.

Baste pocket front and lining
together.

Pin bias to outer pocket.

Pocket m
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3. Sew the bias tape to the pocket 4. Flip the bias tape over to the
edge along the fold line (2" from  right side of the pocket, fold the
the edge). raw edge under along the fold
line, and pin it in place. Make
sure the bias tape covers the pre-

vious stitching line.

Sew bias to outer pocket.

5. Sew the bias tape in place close 6. Repeat Steps 2-5 with the
to the edge of the fold line. Take  inner curve of the pocket.
your time (especially around the
curve) so you get a nice, even
stitch.

Stitch right side of bias on pocket.

Finish edge on inner curve the same
way.

7. Repeat Steps 2-6 with the other pocket.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt



Humble Bundle

Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.

1. Lay the pockets on the lower skirt front and pin them in place,
aligning the pocket at the top and side with the top and side of the skirt
piece. Use lots of pins so the pocket doesn’t shift. Baste the pockets to
the skirt along the top and side edges, %" from the raw edges.

2. Topstitch along the very lower edge of the pockets, around the outer
curves and up to the top, attaching the pockets to the skirt. Again, take

your time so you have nice, neat stitching lines.

Align and baste

Completed
pocket

Completed
pocket

Stitch pockets.

3. Pin the skirt yoke, along its 4. On the wrong side, press the

bottom edge, to the upper edge of seam allowance up toward the

the lower skirt front, right sides  yoke. Topstitch on the right
together. Stitch. side of the skirt front above the
seamline.

Seam allow- Topstitching
ance caughtin on right side of
topstitching fabric

Sew skirt yoke to lower skirt front.

5. Your skirt front is done! Refer
to Skirt Basics (page 28) to finish
assembling the skirt. Finish with
a basic 12" hem (page 46).

Finished skirt front Pocket m
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Lace

Beautiful and elegant. THIS WOULD BE A GREAT
BRIDESMAID'S SKIRT FOR A CASUAL WEDDING (AND YOU
WOULD ACTUALLY WEAR IT AGAINY). YOU CAN USE A LACE
FABRIC FOR THE OVERLAY OR ANY OTHER SHEER FABRIC.
| PREFER A SIMPLE SILKY FABRIC FOR THE UNDERLAYER,
BUT FEEL FREE TO TRY SOMETHING ELSE LIKE A COTTON
PRINT.

Cutting

Refer to Tracing Your Pattern (page 18) and the cutting layouts below
and on page 126 to trace and cut the desired size and length of the
Skirt Front and Skirt Back patterns in both the underlayer fabric and

the lace overlay fabric, as well as the lining fabric.

OVERLAY: UNDERLAYER FABRIC:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo 45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo
nap XS-XL: 1% yards (1.4m) nap XS-XL: 1% yards (1.4m)
fold fold
1C 2C 1C 2C
I selvages I selvages

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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MASTER PATTERN
MARKS

SKIRT LENGTH (OVERLAY
AND UNDERLAYER):
Cutting line C

LINING LENGTH: Cutting
line D

EXTRA SUPPLIES

2 yards lace trim

Lace [



LINING:
45" (115cm) lining XS-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

54" (135cm) lining M-XL:
1% yards (1.1m)

fold

1D 2D

Humble Bundle

selvages

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt

54" (135cm) lining XS-S:

% yard (0.7m)

fold

fold

selvages
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Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.

1. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28) to sew the darts in both skirt back

pieces.

2. Place the lace overlay skirt front piece, right side up, directly

on top of the underlayer skirt front, also right side up. Pin the lace
overlay and underlayer pieces together along only the side seam
where the zipper will be installed. Baste together 10” down from the
top of the skirt front.

Pin, then\baste.

Skirt Front 2 layers:
(lace and‘underlayer)

Skirt Back 2 layers
(lace and underlaye:

Baste underlayer and overlay together 10” on side.

3. Repeat Step 2 with the 2 skirt back pieces.

4. Install the zipper (page 39). Sew only 2" of the side seam below the
zipper. Snip the seam allowances toward the seam at the end of your

stitching line.

Zipper seam Zipper—, ‘ _Snip.
,,,,,, N . Q

~ )
2" Side seam <

‘
,/’\/’\/’\/\/’\/’\/’\/’\/’\/’\/’\/’\)
Sew seam below zipper.

Lace [
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5. Fold the lace overlay skirt front and back pieces away from the
underlayer and align at the opposite side seam, right sides together.
Flip the seam allowances out from the snip below the zipper so the
raw edges of the lace are now facing the opposite direction. Sew
the seam all the way down to the hem. Sew the front and back lace
overlay pieces together along the opposite side seam.

Zipper Stitch opposite side.
QZ" side seam

6. Flip the underlayer front and back pieces over so they cover the
lace overlay skirt, right sides together. The underlayer pieces will be
wrapped around the lace overlay. Flip out the underlayer seam allow-
ances below the zipper and continue to sew the side all the way down
(make sure the lace overlay fabric is out of the way). Sew the opposite

side seam.

Flip underlayer
seam allowances
out and stitch.

Keep overlayer
out of underlayer
seams.

Sew underlay pieces together.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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7. Turn the skirt right side out and baste around the top, %" down
from the top, securing the 2 layers together.

8. Hem the underlayer with a basic %" hem (page 46).

9. Sew the coordinating lace trim directly on top of the very bottom

of the lace overlay skirt. If the lace fabric has a tendency to fray, use a
zigzag stitch. When you reach the ends, tuck them under themselves
and stitch.

- Baste layers together.

Hem underlayer.
Sew lace trim.

Baste layers together and finish hems.

10. Refer to Skirt Basics to make, install, and hem the lining. You're

done.

Notes

Lace [
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Patchwork

Jhis is the perfect skirl patlewn FOR USING UP ALL
THOSE FABRIC SCRAPS. I'VE MADE THIS ONE USING 51"
SQUARES, BUT YOU CAN USE ANY PATCHWORK DESIGN YOU
LIKE. THIS IS ALSO A GREAT WAY TO USE A QUILT TOP YOU
MIGHT HAVE STUFFED IN A BOX SOMEWHERE... WHY NOT
WEAR IT?

FOR THIS EXAMPLE, I'VE MADE A SIZE 6/SMALL SKIRT AT
THE C LENGTH (ABOVE THE KNEE). | MADE TWO SETS OF
PATCHWORK FABRIC PANELS 7 SQUARES ACROSS AND
5 SQUARES DOWN. THE MINI REQUIRES ONLY 4 SQUARES
DOWN; ADD ANOTHER ROW OF SQUARES EACH TIME YOU
WANT TO GO ANOTHER TIER LONGER.

LIKEWISE, YOU WILL NEED MORE SQUARES ACROSS FOR
LARGER SIZES (SIZE XL REQUIRES 8 ROWS OF SQUARES
ACROSS INSTEAD OF 7).

MASTER PATTERN
MARKS

SKIRT LENGTH:
Cutting line C

LINING LENGTH:
Cutting line D

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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Patchwork Assembly

1. Sew 2 different 5%" x 5%" squares right sides together using a 4"
seam allowance. Press the seam to one side and topstitch on the right

side, through the seam allowance.

2. Repeat Step 1 to continue adding squares until you have a row of 7
(or 8) squares.

3. Repeat Steps 1 and 2 to make a total of 5 (or 4 for mini length)
patchwork rows.

4. Sew the rows together into a patchwork rectangle. Press and top-
stitch after each addition.

5. Repeat Steps 1-4 to make a patchwork rectangle for the skirt back.

. Press, then topstitch over
Stitch~ seam allowances.

5% x 5%"

Sew patches together.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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Cutting

1. Fold the patchwork rectangle in half, wrong sides together, along
the shorter side, and lay the Skirt Front pattern piece down with the
straight edge on the fabric fold. Cut the fabric. Repeat with the Skirt

Back pattern piece.

| . :
| Skirt Front Skirt Back |
) I
) I
I I
_____ - . S
| E ‘
1 8 < |
5 2
(] M
”””” & S N
< 2
a

C C

Fold patchwork and lay out pattern pieces.

2. Cut out the lining pieces.

LINING:
45" (115cm) lining XS-XL: 1% 54" (135cm) lining XS-S: % yard
yards (1.1m) (0.7m)
54" (135cm) lining M-XL: 1% v fold
yards (1.1m) V///

fold //4

selvages
1D 2D
fold
L
selvages

Assembly

Assemble the skirt following Skirt Basics (page 28). Finish with a
basic %" hem (page 46).

Patchwork m
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Maxi Ruffle

ﬁjé/ shirt has a gwﬂ& AI/%HP/ chic” look AND 1S ES-
PECIALLY NICE IN SOFT, FLOWING FABRICS SUCH AS LINEN
OR RAYON. THE RUFFLE IS EXTRA WIDE AND HAS A ROLLED
HEM SO IT DOESN'T NEED TO BE FOLDED OVER BEFORE
SEWING THE GATHERING STITCHES.

Cutting
W Refer to Tracing Your

Pattern (page 18) to cut out

- Cutting line A
SKIRT LENGTH: Cutting the Skirt Front and Skirt

_~, LINING LENGTH: Cutting line B Back patterns from the
outer fabric and lining.
EXTRA SUPPLIES

FABRIC FOR RUFFLE: Cut

the number of strips

FABRIC FOR RUFFLE: ¥ yard

determined in Step 1 of
Assembly 414" x WOF.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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MAIN FABRIC: LINING:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo  45"-54" (115-135cm) lining
nap XS-XL: 1% yards (1.7m) XS-XL: 1% yards (1.5m)
fold fold
1A 2A 1B 2B
I selvages I selvages

Assembly

Assemble the skirt and lining following Skirt Basics (page 28).

1. After the skirt is assembled, measure the circumference of the
hem. Refer to Determining the Fabric Length for Ruffles (page 49)
and Ruffle Edge Finishes (page 49) to cut and assemble enough

4%4" x WOF strips into a rolled-edge ruffle loop to equal that length.
You can also finish the ruffle edge by sewing a small zigzag stitch if

you want a more “raw” look.

2. Refer to Gathering Ruffles (page 50) to gather the raw edge of the
ruffle loop and sew the ruffle to the bottom of the skirt. Press the
seam upward and topstitch.

Wrap your threads in 3

Sew ruffle to maxi skirt.

Maxi Ruffle m
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Make It Maternity

Add a stelchy panel to a skirT AND AUGMENT YOUR
MATERNITY WARDROBE. LET THE PANEL OUT GRADUALLY
AS YOUR WAIST GROWS. THEN, AFTER THE BABY COMES,
TIGHTEN IT UP TO HAVE A WELL-FITTING POSTPARTUM
SKIRT. AND AS AN ADDED BONUS, THIS SKIRT REQUIRES NO

ZIPPER!

MASTER PATTERN MARKS
SKIRT LENGTH: Cutting Jine ¢
LINING LENGT: Cutting line p

E
XTRA SUPPLIES

FABRIC FOR MATERNITY pap. Cf
\ —

% yard stretch knit fabric
(T used Swimsuit lining for

my Sklrt and IOVed tlle Stl etCh
1n lt)

Lyard % "wide elastic

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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Cutting

( Maternity

\\\Panel
You will be cutting through this pat- N
Cut paper pattern
along maternity
line and add 2",

tern, so when you’ve decided on the

skirt length, refer to Tracing Your

Pattern (page 18) to trace a new pattern
from your master pattern.

Cut your new pattern apart along the

Skirt Front
Maternity Panel line, adding %" to the
top of the skirt front and the bottom

of the maternity panel to allow for the

seam allowance when you sew them

together. The skirt back and lining
back will remain the same. Adjust paper pattern.
Refer to the cutting layouts below to cut the adjusted skirt front and

lining front, standard skirt back, and two stretch maternity panels.

MAIN FABRIC: LINING:
45"-54" (115-135cm) fabric w/wo 45" (115cm) lining XS-XL.:
nap XS-XL: 1% yards (1.3m) 1% yards (1m)
fold 54" (135c¢m) lining M-XL:
1
P - 1% yards (1m)
fold
. 2D
selvages 1MP-D
STRET[:H PANEL: ' Selvages
45" (115cm) fabric w/wo nap
XS-XL: % yard (0.4m) 54" (135cm) lining XS-$:
fold % yard (0.7m)

fold

selvages @
@ selvages
' |

fold

Make It Maternity m
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Assembly

Use a %" seam allowance unless noted otherwise.

When working with knit fabrics, use a ballpoint needle and 100%
polyester thread. I like Coats & Clark All-Purpose or Dual Duty XP

thread.

1. Pin and sew a maternity panel 2. Repeat Step 1 with the

to the skirt front, right sides remaining maternity panel and
together. the lining front piece.

Maternity Panel
Lining

Lining Front

Maternity Panel

3. Refer to Skirt Basics (page 28) 5. Finish the side seams by
to sew the darts in the skirt back  serging or zigzagging.

and lining back pieces.

4. Sew the skirt front to the
skirt back on the sides (no zipper
needed). Repeat this step with

Skirt Front
(wrong side out)

the lining pieces.

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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6. Turn the lining right side out

Skirt Front

and place it inside the skirt, right
Wrong side out

sides together. Match the side
seams and pin well around the
top. Stitch the lining and skirt
together around the top, using a

l 1" seam allowance.

Lining Front
Right side out

I e Ve Ve NIV

Attach lining to skirt.

7. Turn the skirt right side after you've adjusted the elastic so
out and press the seams well. the skirt is comfortable. Remove
Understitch (sew close to the the skirt. Baste securely enough
seamline on the lining through across the other end of elastic
both seam allowances) the lining ~ so that it holds but so that the
just on the skirt back. stitching is easy to remove as your

L. o waist grows. Leave the remaining
8. Make a " casing by stitching ) )
length of elastic hanging between

across the skirt front %" down
the skirt and the lining. As adjust-

from the finished top edge.
rom the Hnished top ecge ments are needed, simply pull the

Understitch just the back. basting stitches and release more

\ Sewal:’casing elastic into the casing. Then res-
in the front panel. | .
titch in place.

Skirt Front
Stitch securely here.

Sew casing into waist.

Leave rest
of elastic
between
layers.

9. Use a safety pin or bodkin to

o .
pull the %"-wide elastic through Pull elastic through casing.

the casing (you’ll have your hand

between the skirt and the lining). 11. Hem the skirt and lining with

Sew the end of the elastic in place a basic %” hem (page 46).

on one side.

12. After you've had your baby,
10. Try the skirt on, and pin the

tighten the elastic again so you
elastic in place on the other side

have a cute and comfortable post-

Make It Maternity m

partum skirt.



RESOURCES

Fabrics

Many of the fabrics pictured in
this book came from these won-

derful manufacturers:

ANDOVER FABRICS

andoverfabrics.com

MICHAEL MILLER FABRICS LLC

michaelmillerfabrics.com

WESTMINSTER FIBERS

freespiritfabric.com

Other i u/%a/m

DHARMA TRADING COMPANY

dharmatrading.com

COATS & CLARK

coatsandclark.com

CLOTILDE (TRACING PAPER)

clotilde.com

Fabic Fhops

HIP FABRIC

hipfabric.com

PINK CHALK FABRICS
pinkchalkfabrics.com

SEW, MAMA, SEW!

Sseéwmamasew.com

m Make Your First A-Line Skirt
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BRI ™

1 2 il

/0/711/ g/mmmu//ua/ HAS
BEEN SHARING HER LOVE
OF FABRIC AND HER SEWING
ADVENTURES ON HER BLOG
STOP STARING AND START
SEWING SINCE 2007. SHE LIVES
WITH HER FAMILY IN GILBERT,
ARIZONA WHERE SHE OWNS
MAKE SEWING STUDIO, AND
TEACHES THE WONDERFUL
SKILL OF SEWING TO CHIL-
DREN AND ADULTS. A LIFELONG
ENTREPRENEUR, SHE IS PAS-
SIONATE ABOUT EQUIPPING
PEOPLEWITH SKILLS THATWILL
GIVE THEM GREATER INDEPEN-
DENCE AND THE CONFIDENCE
TO PURSUE THEIR OWN ENTRE-
PRENEURIAL JOURNEY.
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Skirt Front Pocket

T

1" i

The Essential A-Line

oyt 2013 o Gt
SKIRT FRON‘ POCKET

To make complete pattern, join
Use a ruler to measure the following pages, following the

these inch marks to verify that diagram for reference.
printout is correctly sized.

The Essentigal

Copyright 2013 Jorja Gie

SKIRT FRONT F
Cut 4 of f;ab

|
1/2" seam allgwanc




. Humble Bundle
Skirt Front Pocket

Insert in seam at G.
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ttial A-Line
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The Essential A-Line
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Upper Skirt Front

To make complete pattern, join
1 the following pages, following the
diagram for reference.

FRONT ON THIS LIN.
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Upper Skirt Front

1
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Upper Skirt Front
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Lower Skirt Back

To make complete pattern, join
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Lower Skirt Back
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JOIN TO LOWER SKIRT BACK ON THIS LINE. §

Upper Skirt Back

1

To make complete pattern, join

the following pages, following the

diagram for reference.

XS
SM
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Upper Skirt Back
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Upper Skirt Back

yright 2013 Jona Giammalva
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éf fabric on fold
ni:ng paper pattern.
| 6f lining on fold
nibg paper pattern.

1/?" seam allowance
:ifiec[i in instructions for style variations
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Make Your First A-Line Skirt

Text copyright © 2022 by Jona Giammalva

Artwork copyright © 2022 by C&T Publishing, Inc.

Attention Copy Shops: Publisher and author give permission to photocopy this pullout for
personal use only.

Attention Teachers: C&T Publishing, Inc, encourages you to use this book as a text for teaching,
Contact us at ctpub.com for lesson plans and information about the C&T Creative Troupe.
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17 A-line skirts from
one basic pattern create
endless possibilities

Fit will flatter all figures!

;e Inclydes sizes 0to 20
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Simple construction
and a no-waistband
silhouette make|it a cinch
(and beginner-friendly)
to dew a skirt in a day
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